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Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,
To the church of the Thessalonians in God 

the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:
Grace to you and peace.
We give thanks to God always for all of you, 

constantly mentioning you in our prayers, 
remembering before our God and Father 
your work of faith and labour of love and 
steadfastness of hope in 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 1 Thes. 1:1-3

VATICAN: The predomi-
nant global economic sys-
tem is “unsustainable,” 

particularly in its impact on the en-
vironment, Pope Francis said.

“We are faced with the moral imperative 
— and the practical urgency — to rethink 
many things” about the economy: “how we 
produce, how we consume, our culture of 
waste, its short-term vision, the exploitation 
of the poor, indifference toward them, the 
increase of inequality and its dependence on 
harmful energy sources,” the Pope said Oct 
10 as part of the global TEDx Countdown on 
climate change.

The event, broadcast live on YouTube, fea-
tured more than 50 speakers from around the 
world presenting “actionable and research-
backed ideas, cutting-edge science, and mo-
ments of wonder and inspiration,” according 
to the programme description.

With scientists, climate activists, actors, 
singers, poets, politicians and comedians, the 
programme looked at the state of the environ-
ment, predictions about how little time is left 
to alleviate climate change and about the role 
of individuals, businesses and governments 

in taking action.
“As the term ‘countdown’ suggests, we 

must act urgently,” Pope Francis said. “Each 
one of us can play a valuable role if we all set 
out today — not tomorrow, today.”

“Science tells us, every day more precisely, 
that we need to act urgently — I am not exag-
gerating — this is what science tells us, if we 
are to have any hope of avoiding radical and 
catastrophic climate change,” he said. “This 
is a scientific fact.”

As he did in his 2015 encyclical letter, 
“Laudato Si’, on Care for Our Common 
Home,” Pope Francis insisted in his TEDx 
talk that concern for the environment must go 
hand in hand with concern for the people who 
live on the Earth, especially the poor, who are 
most impacted by climate change and natural 
disasters.

People must make a choice “between what 
matters and what does not, a choice between 
continuing to ignore the suffering of the 
poorest and mistreating our common home, 
the Earth,” he said, or “commit ourselves at 
every level to transforming the way we act.”

While science insists on the need to change 
to protect the planet, he said, “our conscience 
tells us that we cannot be indifferent to the 
suffering of the poorest, to growing econom-
ic inequalities and social injustices.”

Pope Francis asked his global audience to 
begin “a journey of transformation and ac-
tion,” one “made not so much of words, but 
above all of concrete actions that cannot be 
postponed.”

“It will be necessary to go step by step,” 
he said, “to help the weak, to persuade the 
doubtful, to imagine new solutions and to 
commit oneself to carrying them forward.”

The Pope explained that the “integral ecol-
ogy” he has called for — responding to the 
cry of the poor and the cry of the Earth — 
requires seeing how “everything in the world 
is connected and that, as the pandemic has 
reminded us, we are interdependent on one 
another, and also dependent on our Mother 
Earth.”

Presenting a three-part action plan, the 
Pope said change must begin with “education 
for the care of our common home, develop-
ing the understanding that environmental 
problems are linked to human needs — we 
must understand this from the very begin-
ning: Environmental problems are linked to 
human needs.”

So, he said, education must include both 
scientific data and ethics.

Next, he said, priority should be given 
to water and food, ensuring access to safe 
drinking water and adequate food for all the 
world’s people.

“The third proposal is that of energy transi-
tion: a progressive replacement, but without 
delay, of fossil fuels with clean energy sourc-
es,” he said. “This transition must not only 

be rapid and capable of meeting present and 
future energy needs, but also must be atten-
tive to its impact on the poor, on local popula-
tions and on those who work in the sector of 
energy production.”

Socially responsible investing and stock-
holder activism, he said, can make compa-
nies see “the unavoidable need to commit 
themselves to the integral care of the com-
mon home.”

The Pope recommended divesting from 
stock in “companies that do not meet the cri-
teria of integral ecology and rewarding those 
that are making concrete efforts in this transi-
tion phase to put at the centre of their activi-
ties criteria such as sustainability, social jus-
tice and the promotion of the common good.” 
— By Cindy Wooden, CNS

Time is running out          
to fix economy, protect 
the Earth, help the poor

A woman carries drinking water along railroad tracks in a poor section of Dhaka, Bangladesh, 
Sept. 15, 2020. (CNS photo/Mohammad Ponir Hossain, Reuters)

Pope Francis speaks in a recorded message 
for the TED event, “Countdown,” in this still 
frame from a video released by the Vatican Oct. 
10, 2020. (CNS photo/Vatican Press Office)
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The coronavirus pandemic has brought 
indescribable hardship to people around 
the world. It does not recognise class, 

gender, race, religion, borders. It seemingly 
strikes at will and moves silently from person to 
person. In many places, hospitals and govern-
ment resources have been stretched to breaking 
point.

If the coronavirus does not recognise barriers 
and spreads rapidly around the world, then our 
response to it has to be up to the challenge. We 
cannot fight this pandemic in isolation. It calls 
for a coordinated, cross-border response, cut-
ting through all the barriers that divide us on a 
social, political and historical basis.

The Bishop of Rome’s new encyclical let-
ter Fratelli Tutti (Brothers and Sisters All) 
talks about a new bond of “fraternity and so-
cial friendship” – which would be just want we 
need to confront the pandemic.

Today, we take a look at Chapter Two of the 
letter, a meditation on the Parable of the Good 
Samaritan.

It is easy to look at the parable as a lesson 
in helping those in dire need, especially those 
around us. But the Bishop of Rome delves 
deeper, for there are layered subtexts in the par-
able.

He expands the understanding of the parable 
from the requirement to help one’s immediate 
neighbours (by locality) to the global need for 
human solidarity in response to cries of des-
peration.

God, Francis points out, encourages us to cre-
ate a different culture, in which we resolve our 
conflicts and care for one another.

The ancient commandment to “love your 
neighbour as yourself” was usually understood 
as referring to one’s fellow citizens.

Mind you, such a worldview persists to this 
day in Malaysia. That is why policymakers – 
and many other people – seem indifferent to the 

plight of migrants and refugees. It is as if they 
don’t count.

But for Francis, the “boundaries gradually 
expanded” in the understanding of the parable. 
God’s compassion is for all living beings. “In 
the oldest texts of the Bible, we find a reason 
why our hearts should expand to embrace the 
foreigner. It derives from the enduring memory 
of the Jewish people that they themselves had 
once lived as foreigners in Egypt:

“When a stranger resides with you in your 
land, you shall not do him wrong. The stranger 
who resides with you shall be to you as the citi-
zen among you; you shall love the stranger as 
yourself, for you were strangers in the land of 
Egypt” (Lev 19:33-34).

Francis then moves on to the early Christian 
communities, where Christians were expected 
to welcome fellow Christians, “even though 
they are strangers to you” (3 Jn 5).

This, he says, shows that love does not care 
where a brother or sister in need comes from. 
For “love shatters the chains that keep us iso-
lated and separate; in their place, it builds bridg-
es. Love enables us to create one great family, 
where all of us can feel at home.”

So we are called to build a new social bond 
that cuts across borders and to “direct society to 
the pursuit of the common good.”

We can rebuild society if we can identify with 
the vulnerability of others. And we must “reject 
the creation of a society of exclusion, and act in-
stead as neighbours, lifting up and rehabilitating 
the fallen for the sake of the common good.”

We cannot be indifferent to suffering. In-
stead, we should emerge from our comfortable 
isolation and be changed by our contact with 
human suffering. Sooner or or later, we will 
come across someone who is suffering – and 
God knows, there are so many like that in our 
world.

The decisions we make – whether to include 
or exclude certain people – will determine 
whether our response and our projects are just 
and inclusive.

We cannot look the other way or just walk 
by like the passers-by in the parable. Among 
them were a priest and a Levite, religious peo-
ple, devoted to the worship of God. “It shows 
that belief in God and the worship of God are 
not enough to ensure that we are actually living 
in a way pleasing to God. A believer may be 
untrue to everything that his faith demands of 
him, and yet think he is close to God and better 
than others.”

Paradoxically, those who claim to be unbe-
lievers can sometimes put God’s will into prac-
tice better than believers, Francis points out.

As a community, we must be “constant and 
tireless in the effort to include, integrate and lift 
up the fallen”. Where to begin? “From below 
and, case by case, act at the most concrete and 
local levels, and then expand to the farthest 
reaches of our countries and our world, with 
the same care and concern that the Samaritan 
showed for each of the wounded man’s inju-
ries”.

Any difficulties should be seen as opportuni-

ties for growth and not be used as excuses for 
resignation. And we should not expect any rec-
ognition or gratitude, Francis adds.

These “neighbours” need not be from our 
social group. Many of the Jews at the time de-
spised the Samaritans. Jesus, however, made a 
point of always crossing cultural and historical 
barriers in reaching out to people.

The inhabitants of Samaria were considered 
ethnically mixed. They worshipped in a differ-
ent way, using what looked like pagan rites. 
And so those in neighbouring lands viewed 
them as “impure, detestable, dangerous”.

The parable of the Good Samaritan may be 
seen as a pointed barb at racist attitudes to-
wards foreigners. The roles are reversed. The 
one helping is a Samaritan and the one in need 
is a Judean.

This should remind us that the people in need 
may change over time. If we despise migrants, 
refugees or foreigners, what happens if climate 
change strikes close to home and we ourselves 
have to flee to other lands for refuge? How 
would we like to be treated?

Francis reflects inwards: “I sometimes won-
der why, in light of this, it took so long for the 
Church unequivocally to condemn slavery and 
various forms of violence.”

Today, he says, with our developed spiritual-
ity and theology, we have no excuses. Yet, there 
are some who still think their faith allows them 
to practise “varieties of narrow and violent na-
tionalism, xenophobia and contempt, and even 
the mistreatment of those who are different”.

Our faith, our humanism, must be ready 
to respond to such tendencies wherever they 
arise, Francis says. Our catechesis and preach-
ing must speak more directly about “the frater-
nal dimension of spirituality, our conviction of 
the inalienable dignity of each person, and our 
reasons for loving and accepting all our broth-
ers and sisters”.

Broadening our understanding of  
the Parable of  the Good Samaritan

Sunday Observer
By 

Anil Netto
anilnetto@herald.com.my

In the first reading for this Sunday, the 
Prophet Isaiah, actually the Second Isaiah, 
makes a startling statement. He refers to 

King Cyrus of Persia, a pagan, as someone 
who has been anointed by God.  A pagan as 
the Messiah? Definitely unheard of in the He-
brew communities.  Isaiah calls Cyrus anointed 
because God used him to restore the people of 
Israel from their exile. Cyrus was the king of 
Persia. The Hebrew people were being held in 
Babylon. They had no strength of their own.  
They just had faith that somehow God would 
deliver them from their bondage. And God 
did.  Nations fell before Cyrus. Kings ran from 
him. Babylon fell. One of Cyrus’ first acts in 
Babylon was to restore the captive peoples to 
their homelands. The Jews returned to Judea.  
It was as shocking and as sudden as the fall of 
communism at the end of the last century. The 
prophets had said that the Babylonian captiv-
ity was a temporary punishment from God for 
the crimes of the people of Judea. They proph-
esied that when the time of punishment was 
complete, God would restore His People to 
Judea and Jerusalem. God used Cyrus to fulfill 
his promise. Cyrus, in the eyes of the writer of 
Second Isaiah, was anointed, chosen by God to 
complete a particular mission.

The Gospels relate a second shocking state-
ment regarding a pagan ruler. This time the 
statement was made by Jesus. The Pharisees 
and Herodians plotted together to frame a 
gotcha question to Jesus. First of all, the Phari-
sees and the Herodians had little in common.  
The Pharisees were very strict in their interpre-
tation of the law. They had intricate, detailed 
laws and rituals all carrying great weight and 

all meant to preserve a fundamental command-
ment of God. For example, the commandment, 
“Thou shalt keep holy the Sabbath,” was to be 
preserved from declaring that there can be no 
work on the Sabbath. The concept of work was 
intricately defined. There was a set number of 
steps that one could take when carrying a water 
bucket from a well. If the well was one step fur-
ther, then the Sabbath would be violated. 

The Herodians were the exact opposite.  
They were extremely loose. King Herod was 
hardly a Jew at all. He was a recent convert to 
Judaism, doing so only so he could be named 
King of Galilee. Like his father, who called for 
the killing of the innocents at the time of Jesus’ 
birth, Herod had hardly any conscience. He had 
an affair with his brother’s wife, then divorced 
his own wife and married her.  This is the wom-
an called Herodias. She probably took on the 
name of her new husband. She was the woman 
who had her daughter demand the head of John 
the Baptist. John the Baptist had condemned 
the King’s immorality. 

The Pharisees and Herodians had one thing 
in common: they both wanted to discredit Je-
sus before the large crowds that followed him. 
So they asked their gotcha question: “Is it law-
ful to pay tax to Caesar or not?” If Jesus said, 
“No” the Herodians would certainly report him 
to the Romans as seditious. If He said, “Yes,” 
the Pharisees would tell the people that this 
proves that Jesus was not a real Jew but a col-
laborator with the pagan Romans. Jesus turned 
the tables by saying, “Render to Caesar what 
is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s.” He was 
telling them to recognise their responsibilities 
to the Romans, and more than this, recognise 

their responsibilities to their God.
Actually, the Roman Empire turned out to be 

a vehicle for the spread of the Kingdom of God.  
Roman roads, Roman trade routes, the Pax 
Romana, the general peace that Rome brought 
after they conquered almost everyone, the unity 
of most of the then known world under the Ro-
mans, all provided a means for the Christian 
missionaries to travel long distances and spread 
the Good News of Jesus Christ. So, like Cyrus, 
God used those no one would expect to pro-
mote his plans, the pagan Romans.

God used pagans to accomplish his plans.  
How much more will He use us who are His 
People? God has a plan for each one of us, 
which is all part of His divine plan for the hu-
man race. Every one of us is called to make the 
presence of God real in the world. Since we are 
each unique, the presence that we each bring to 
the world is a reflection of God the world never 
saw before and will never see again. He uses 
each one of us for His Divine Purpose. 

Those who are married can validly say, “God 
created me to love Him through the love I give 
to my spouse and my children. No woman, no 
man, has ever been loved the way that I am able 
to love my spouse. No children have ever been 
loved in the way that I can love my children.  
When I choose to step away from selfishness 
and love as God loves, sacrificially, then I can 
play my part in the Divine Plan.” Those who 
are not called to the sacrament of marriage can 
recognise that God has another way for them to 
promote and strengthen his kingdom. And our 

young people can say, “I was created to love 
God at this stage of my life as a child or Teen 
seeking out the course God has set for me. At 
the same time I am also called to make Him 
present in my school in the way I live my faith 
and in the ways that I reach out to those who 
are hurting.” 

During World War II, that horrible war of four 
generations ago, the British people had a saying 
that defined everyone’s part in the war.  They 
called it “doing my bit.” That bit might be that 
of an infantryman charging a bunker, an airman 
flying over enemy territory, a seaman work-
ing at the destruction of enemy submarines, or 
any role played in the military, even a clerical 
noncombatant role. That bit might be the work 
of a citizen at home supporting the war effort, 
growing extra crops, donating blood, working 
extra hours in the munitions factory. That bit  
might seem like little to some, but every single 
action of the military as well as those of each 
of the citizens all led to the eventual victory of 
the British over those attacking their country. 
Those who died in the war were heroes. Their 
bit cost them their lives. Those who lived might 
not be remembered on war memorials, but their 
bit had lasting value to the people of Great Brit-
ain. — By Msgr Joseph A Pellegrino

29th Sunday of Ordinary Time
Readings: Isaiah 45:1, 4-6;

1 Thessalonians 1:1-5b;
Gospel: Matthew 22:15-21

Reflecting on our Sunday Readings

Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time: Doing our bit
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MJD News Update #12Diocese of 
Malacca Johore

Welcome to F12 MJD NEWS 
UPDATES.
Greetings and Peace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ be with you, 
dear People of God. 

1.0 A Thought for the Week: 
Face-to-face with the Real 
Self
In times of crisis, life boils 
down to the essentials: meeting 
our basic needs, family, and the 
big questions – like the mean-
ing of life and death, heaven 
and hell, God and me. We 
come face-to-face with what 
we are and what we aren’t. We 
have time to look at our lives, 
into our hearts, and to ponder 
what it’s all about. What am I 
made for? What happens after 
I die? Who am I really? Then 
God answered: the truth of 
your identity and the meaning 
of your life can only be found 
in My Light, in the One who 
created you and declared you 
“very good”. I see in you, your 
littleness, weakness, and yes, 
even your sin. I am in love 
with you. The truth is you are 
beautiful because I am beauti-
ful. Even in your sins and fail-
ures, My tenderness and mercy 
makes all things new and draw 
you ever closer to My heart, to 
fill you with My love.

Of course, there is a choice: 
to let ourselves be loved by 
God, or to draw back. Each day 
we are bombarded by the lies 
of the enemy, the lies of our 
culture, and even the lies of our 
own negative thought patterns. 
We can choose to be persuaded 
by the lies, defined by our own 
failures, or choose to claim the 
truth of who I am in God’s eyes 
and the reality of His love for 
me. This choice is before us. 
Face the truth or succumb to 
lies. You choose.

archDiocese of Kuala luMpur

Chan/MC/14/2020

1.0 The Senior Defence Min-
ister, Datuk Seri Ismail Sabri 
Yaakob, has announced that 
Kuala Lumpur, Selangor and 
Putrajaya will be placed under 
Conditional Movement Control 
Order (CMCO) with effect from 
the 14th of October. A more de-
tailed SOP will be issued by the 
National Security Council.
2.0 During the CMCO, all plac-
es of worship are to be closed. 
In view of these restrictions, 
His Grace, Most Reverend Ju-
lian Leow D.D. Archbishop of 
Kuala Lumpur, has decided to 
issue these additional instruc-
tions which are applicable to all 
parishes falling within the terri-
tory of Kuala Lumpur and Selan-
gor (including Klang) with effect 
from Oct 14, 2020:
2.1 Staff
A) All parish staff (employees 
and volunteers) are requested to 
work from home where feasible.
B) The Parish Priest may require 
staff to come in on designated 
days for shorter hours for the 
purpose of essential work (ac-
counting, bulletin preparation, 
cleaning, housekeeping etc).
C) Parishioners are required to 
deal with the parish office via 
emails.
2.2 Funerals
A) All funeral Masses and ser-
vices in the Church/Chapel are to 
be suspended during the CMCO.

B) A short prayer service may 
be conducted by the priest in the 
funeral parlour or home. This 
should be confined to immediate 
family members and should not 
exceed a total of 15 persons. All 
high-risked persons are not al-
lowed to attend. There should be 
no in-person vigil/wake prayers. 
Visits by guests should be lim-
ited to 15 minutes.
C) Funeral parlours located with-
in churches may continue to op-
erate with the above conditions.
2.3 Weddings
All wedding Masses and servic-
es are to be postponed to a later 
date.
2.4 Sick calls and Home Com-
munion
A) All home communion should 
be suspended during the CMCO;
B) Anointing of the Sick for ur-
gent cases can continue. Please 
adhere strictly to the Archdioc-
esan Guidelines.
Let us continue to pray for those 
who have been infected by this 
virus, the Health workers and 
first responders, as we consign 
ourselves to the mercy of God.

Rev Fr Michael Chua
Chancellor
Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur

October 13, 2020

YANGON, Myanmar: In a letter 
sent out to all brother Bishops of 
Asia, President of the Federation of 
Asian Bishop’s Conference, Cardi-
nal Charles Maung Bo, says the 
Pope’s recent encyclical Fratelli 
Tutti (Brothers All) echoes Asian 
realities.

“Our Asian realities are echoed 
in the urgent message of Fratelli 
Tutti,” says the Myanmar Cardinal.

“Asia is at the crossroads,” he 
says, cautioning “The path we 
take will decide the inheritance we 
leave to our next generation.”

“Will it be wasted or saved?” 
wonders 72-year old Cardinal.

The social activist Cardinal fur-
ther asks, “Will Asia choose indi-
vidual greed or commit to the com-
mon good?”

Attempting to answer his que-
ries, the Salesian cardinal says, 
“Much depends on how we rebuild 
society after coronavirus. Many 
governments in Asia are attempt-
ing to return to tried and failed 

economic and social models, so 
urgency is appropriate.”

Reflecting on the role of Chris-
tians he says, “As Catholics we 
may be in a minority in all Asian 
countries except the Philippines 
and Timor Leste, but the frank tone 
of Pope Francis encourages us to 
speak strongly to all as brothers 
and sisters.”

Echoing Pope Francis, the car-
dinal decried the social evil of the 
death penalty which persists in 
18 of the 27 countries of the Fed-
eration of Asian Bishops’ Confer-
ences.

He also highlighted the ongoing 
suffering of the Rohingya people 
calling it “a scar on the soul of my 
own country, Myanmar.”

Pointing out the plight of Asian 
migrants, the cardinal says “We 
feel deeply the tensions among 
peoples and we seek opportunities 
to respond to the ongoing conflicts 
in parts of Asia. Our hearts burn for 
millions who must migrate simply 

for their survival.”
The cardinal continues, “We 

weep at the destruction of our 
beautiful rain forests which regen-
erate our sick planet and give life to 
our indigenous peoples.”

“There is more than one pan-
demic in the world now against 
which we must develop the vac-
cines of compassion, solidarity 
and justice,” the cardinal tells, “ex-
posing these underlying systemic 
ailments of racism, inequity, hate 
speech, disregard for the poor, the 
elderly and the unborn, trafficking 
of women and children – all are 
with us in pandemic proportions.”

The cardinal concluded his let-
ter by appealing brother bishops to 
heed the Pope’s invitation to take 
up, “dialogue, respect and generos-
ity towards every human being.” 
— Matters India

● See pg 10 for the full text on 
Fraternity is the foundation and 
pathway to peace

COVID-19 Update and 
Conditional Movement 

Control Order (CMCO) in 
KL, Selangor and Putrajaya

Pope’s encyclical echoes Asian realities

Pope Francis and Cardinal Charles Bo in Yangon, Myanmar in 
November, 2017. (Vatican News photo)

2.0 Announcements for the 
Week:
2.1 On the 18th October Week-
end, we celebrate the World 
Mission Sunday 2020; with the 
theme “Here I Am, Send Me, 
Is.6:8”. The Holy Childhood 
Collection, a project of the chil-
dren of the parishes, and the 
Mission Sunday Collection will 
sent to the Pontifical Missions 
Societies, Rome.
2.2 The MJD-OHD will be 
holding their AGM on the 17th 
October, and are preparing for 
a name change ie Caritas Ma-
laysia-Diocese of Malacca Jo-
hore.
2.3 On the 24th October, MJPT 
or Diocesan Pastoral Teams 
will gather for their discernment 
and for their 2021 planning.
2.4 The All Souls Day blessings 
or Masses will be conducted in 
the respective parishes of Ma-
lacca and Johore. Only small 
gatherings for common prayer 
and blessings are permitted. The 
SOPs, ie physical distancing, 
wearing face masks and regis-
tration, are a must. The parishes 
set the times of services and 
blessings of cemeteries except 
for cemeteries that are managed 
by the Vicariate Cemetery Com-
mittees of Malacca and South 
Johore.
2.5 Think safe. Be safe. Stay 
safe. 

3.0 Questions & Queries? 
Looking for the Perfect 
Church?
Some people went to the Apos-
tle, Paul, the founder of several 
churches, to satisfy their search. 
They asked: 

Is Corinth a perfect church? 
Paul said: Corinth has little 
groups and party spirit (1 Cor 
1:12,13), envy, strife (1 Cor 

3:3), dragged one another to 
civil courts (1 Cor 6:1-2,4-5) 
and sexual immorality(1 Cor 
5:1).

What about Ephesus? Paul 
said: It is a Word-based church 
(Acts 20:27), many unloving 
people attending services there. 
(Rev 2:4).

What about the Thessaloni-
ans? In that church, there are 
some who don’t like to work.

Then can we move to the Phi-
lippians’ church? Paul said: It 
is a good church but there are  
sisters who have a disagreement 
and are not talking to each other. 
(Ph 4:2)

Then they ask what about 
Colossians’ church? Paul said: 
There are heretics who are caus-
ing confusion there. And one 
group there worships angels. 
(Col 2:18)

Maybe we should try the Ga-
latians? Paul added the believ-
ers there, bite and devour each 
other (Gal 5:15)

Then Paul told them, in Thy-
atira, a self-claimed prophetess 
teaches about prostitution and 
idolatry. (Rev 2:20). In Laodi-
cea, they are proud, material-
istic and lukewarm (Rev 3:14-
18). In Pergamum, some follow 
the doctrines of the Nicolaitans 
and Balaam (Rev 2:14,15). At 
Jerusalem, the HQ, you will 
find prejudice, murmurings 
and people lying to the apos-
tles. Paul concluded and he said 
to understand this. There is no 
perfect church as it is made up 
of human beings. The church is 
what you put into it.
 

Bishop Bernard Paul
October 16, 2020

Click here to watch the 
video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K09bQowRFa4
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KUCHING: Mission schools have 
played a very important role in 
empowering the rural community 
through proper education in Sarawak.

Archbishop Simon Poh empha-
sised that mission schools were an in-
tegral part of the state’s development 
by providing the basic foundation of 
education to rural children.

“In rural areas, education might 
not be there if not for them (mission 
schools),” he said after the state Mis-
sion School Authorities’ first meeting 
with Unit For Other Religions (Uni-
for) Oct 8.

Deputy Chief Minister Datuk 
Amar Douglas Uggah, who is in 
charge of Unifor, chaired the meeting 
to discuss the schools’ needs.

Archbishop Poh highlighted this 
during the meeting which called for 
the federal government to allocate 
funds for the setting up and upgrad-
ing of facilities so as to elevate the 
standards of mission schools in the 
state.

Uggah explained that there was 
a committee within Unifor to raise 
such issues with focus on financing 
either for maintenance or for facili-
ties.

“On behalf of Unifor, I will be 
writing to the Prime Minister (Tan Sri 
Muhyiddin Yassin) for some funding 
too.

“The federal government has cer-
tain funds meant for non-Islamic 
groups,” he said.

Uggah also called on the commit-

tee to work out the estimated funds 
needed to help in setting up and up-
grading mission schools in Sarawak.

“Let us work this out. The critical 
issue is we need to be fair in the dis-
pensing.

“We must have a system to see that 
the less fortunate schools like those 
in rural areas with no other sources 
of income are effectively helped,” he 
emphasised.

On the proposal by the Methodist 
Chinese Annual Conference to open 

up five national private schools, Ug-
gah said the state government was all 
for it.

“This is a good idea. Private 
schools are independent and are more 
consistent with their curriculum. 
They are also able to provide very ef-
fective education ” he added.

There are currently 127 mission 
schools in Sarawak with 113 primary 
schools and 14 secondary schools, 
mainly in Kuching, Sibu and Miri 
divisions.

Of the primary schools, the Roman 
Catholic ones number 57, Anglican 
(45) and Methodist (5); while for the 
secondary schools, seven are over-
seen by the Roman Catholic Church, 
Anglican church (5) and Methodist 
Church (2).

In addition, there are 92 kindergar-
tens operated by the three denomina-
tions.

Meanwhile, the meeting was held 
in response to the call by Chief Min-
ister Datuk Patinggi Abang Johari 
Tun Openg for mission schools to 
have its own committee to specifi-
cally look after their financial needs 
as well as to help solve any problems 
they faced.

Bishop of the Anglican Church of 
Sarawak and Brunei Datuk Danald 
Jute, Revd Lau Kiong Ping represent-
ing the Methodist Sarawak Chinese 
Annual Conference and Kaso Linang 
representing the Methodist Sarawak 
Iban Annual Conference were among 
those present. — DayakDaily

PENANG: The Church of Divine 
Mercy (CDM) held a quiet celebra-
tion of St Faustina’s feastday Oct 5. 
There was no procession carrying St 
Faustina’s statue around the neigh-
bourhood. It was just the recitation 
of the Divine Mercy chaplet fol-
lowed by Mass and veneration of St 
Faustina’s relic. 

At the beginning of the hom-
ily on the gospel of the Good Sa-
maritan (Luke 10:25-37) the new 
parish priest of CDM, Fr Michael, 
remarked that people would like to 
know the life experience and faith 
journey of the saint and how God 
nurtured that gift of vocation. On 
this particular day, it was the feast 
of a poor and not highly educated 
girl who stepped into the convent 

at the age of 15 searching for God 
and holiness, how God spoke to 
her and how she took the liberty to 
record and produce the Diary of St 
Faustina. However, one particular 
sentence that has stood out for Fr 
Michael in the diary were the words  
“Mankind will not have peace until 
it turns with trust to my Mercy” (Di-
ary entry 300). Fr emphasised that 
Mercy is a gift that only God is able 
to give. His Holiness Pope Francis 
has even said that the name of God 
is mercy. It is Jesus who is the fount 
of mercy and St Faustina has given 
us the beautiful line “Jesus, I Trust 
in You” (Diary entry 327). It is only 
if we have experienced mercy that 
we will be able to share this mercy. 
Blessed are the merciful: for they 

shall receive mercy (Matthew 5:7). 
Fr continued to explain that this is 
the same for forgiveness. We are re-
minded of this as we recite the Our 
Father each day (… as we forgive 
those who trespass against us…). 
Love begets love and mercy begets 
mercy. 

Fr Michael went on to relate the 
incident in the gospel when the law-
yer asked Jesus what he had to do to 
inherit eternal life to enter the king-
dom of God. Jesus told him to love 
God and his neighbour. The lawyer 
had a problem with who was his 
neighbour. In return Jesus related 
the story of the Good Samaritan. If 
one understood the context of those 
times, just the beginning would 
have explained the whole meaning 

of the story. A man was once on his 
way from Jerusalem to Jericho… 
one doesn’t go from Jerusalem (the 
city of the temple) to Jericho (the 
place where brigands dwelled) un-
less he was a man who had fallen 
into sin. A man who was in shame, 
in doubt and lost. This is the same 
as some of us today. Of the three 
people who passed by, two were 
learned people of God and yet the 
outcast, the one rejected by society, 
the Samaritan stopped to help. He 
showed compassion, the Latin root 
word Misericordia meaning mercy. 
He knew what it meant to reach out 
as he had experienced mercy him-
self. 

Fr reminded all that … Blessed 
are the merciful for they will be 

shown mercy. Mercy begets Mercy. 
Once we experience that mercy, we 
will be able to share it with others.

At the end of Mass, the congrega-
tion was able to venerate the relic of 
St Faustina. — By Dr Ivan Filmer

‘Education might not have reached 
rural areas if  not for mission schools’

CDM Penang celebrates Feast of St Faustina

KUALA LUMPUR: World Mental 
Health Day is celebrated on October 
10. The goal of this day is to help 
raise mental health awareness. Each 
of us can make a contribution to en-
sure that people dealing with men-
tal health issues can live better lives 
with dignity. 

Today, each of us is called to ac-
cept and reach out to those among 
us who are suffering from a mental 
health issue. This heavily stigma-
tised disorder first requires accept-
ance that it is a disorder. Following 
that, to recognize the changes in our 
friend or family member and en-
courage them to seek the profession-
al  help they need. Lastly, reassure 
them and walk this journey with 
them with the empathy, merciful 
and compassionate heart of Christ. 
…‘Truly I tell you, just as you did 
it to one of the least of these who are 
members of my family, you did it to 
me.’ – Matthew 25:40.

For those who are suffering in si-
lence, fear of being stigmatised, be-

ing levelled,  have courage and take 
a step to seek healing and investing 
in your mental health. The Lord 
commands you: “Be strong and 
courageous; do not be frightened or 
dismayed, for the LORD your God 
is with you wherever you go.” – 
Joshua 1:9 

The photo above speaks of peace 
in the midst of chaos. Light in 
the heart of darkness. Hope in the 
depths of despair. Courage in the 
face of obstacles. God in the midst 
of our brokenness. Life in spite of 
death. God is with us in all our chal-
lenges and sufferings. Fr Kapaun 
was there to remind his men of that. 
May he help us imitate his example 
of courage, steadfastness and hope! 
“Over all these put on love, that is, 
the bond of perfection. And let the 
peace of Christ control your hearts.” 
(Col 3:14-15)

May these words encourage us 
and also give us HOPE and LIGHT 
in our lives of adversity and sickness 
in our present age (COVID-19 pan-

demic): ‘Light in the heart of dark-
ness. Hope in the depths of despair. 
Courage in the face of obstacles. 
God in the midst of our brokenness. 

Life in spite of death’. Let’s take 
away the stigma and levelling when 
our family members, relatives and 
friends face mental health challeng-

es. Take the courage to come seek 
for professional help through coun-
selling and psychotherapy. The team 
of the Archdiocesan Mental Health 
Ministry ArchKL is ready to offer a 
listening ear to those need help. 

On this World Mental Health Day, 
I would like to take this opportunity 
to wish all our mental health pro-
fessionals and everyone, ‘A Happy 
World Mental Health Day.’

Our Lady of the Rosary, pray for 
us! Our Lady of Good Health, pray 
for us! Amen!

Fr Philip Chua, KB, PA.
Ecclesiastical Assistant 
Archdiocesan Mental Health Min-
istry
Director, Life Journey Wellness 
Centre
If you need support, the Archdiocese 
Mental Health Ministry offers e-
counselling and psychological con-
sultation. Visit https://SeekCounsel.
ArchKL.org to book your appoint-
ment

Mental health a top priority especially in times of a pandemic

Datuk Amar Douglas Uggah (seated at head of table) chairing the state Mission School Authorities’ first meeting 
with Unifor. (photo/DayakDaily)

Seventy years ago today, Chaplain Emil Kapaun celebrating Mass on the 
hood of his Jeep during the Korean War.

St Faustina’s statue.
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Nuns lend their building to Pope 
for refugees
VATICAN: The Office of Papal Charities in 
the Vatican has received a building in Rome 
from a women’s religious congregation for 
free use to shelter migrants and refugees ar-
riving in Italy. 

Cardinal Konrad Krajewski, the Apostol-
ic Almoner, or the Pope’s official almsgiv-
er, released a statement on Monday saying 
the Sisters Servants of Divine Providence 
of Catania were responding to the “invita-
tion of Pope Francis, who in the Encycli-
cal Fratelli Tutti repeats several times the 
need for adequate hospitality to migrants 
fleeing wars, persecutions and natural ca-
tastrophes”. 

Through the Office of Papal Charities, the 
Sisters have lent their building on Via della 
Pisana (Pisana Road) to the Pope for free 
use.

Cardinal Krajewski said the Sisters’ 

building, called Villa Serena, will be used to 
shelter refugees, especially for single wom-
en, women with underage children, and vul-
nerable families, who arrive in Italy through 
the Humanitarian Corridors programme.

The centre can accommodate up to 60 
people and will host them in the first months 
after their arrival, and will then accompany 
them on their journey to obtain independent 
jobs and accommodation.

The Villa Serena centre has been en-
trusted to the Community of Sant’Egidio, 
which, since 2015, has opened Humanitar-
ian Corridors for refugees from Syria, the 
Horn of Africa, and most recently from 
Greece, especially the island of Lesbos.

So far, the programme has welcomed and 
accompanied over 2,600 people, including 
a large number of minors, in their process 
of integration.

The plight of refugees and migrants is 
very close to the heart of Pope Francis. 
He personally visited Lesbos on April 16, 

2016, and on his return, brought along with 
him to Rome 12 Syrian refugees aboard the 
papal plane. — Vatican News

Refugees from Lesbos awaiting to be transferred elsewhere in Greece. (Vatican News)

British government 
grants vital funding 
to England’s churches

Irish state schools to phase out Catholic 
symbols, mandatory Masses

UNITED KINGDOM: The Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference of England and Wales is to receive 
vital funds from the British government to help 
them through the coronavirus pandemic.

This financial lifeline is thanks to the British 
Government’s £1.57bn Culture Recovery Fund.

Around 445 organisations will share £103 
million, including the Catholic Church in Eng-
land.

The funding will be used to “help restart vital 
reconstruction work and maintenance on cher-
ished heritage sites, keeping venues open and 
supporting those working in the sector.”

It was announced on Monday that the Catho-
lic Trust for England and Wales has been grant-
ed £3million from this fund, “to distribute to 
Grade I and II historic Catholic churches across 
England.”

The Bishops’ Conference said the funding 
“will provide much needed support for these im-
portant historic buildings – helping them fund 
essential repairs and remain open both for their 
regular visitors, and the wider community.” — 
By Lydia O’Kane, Vatican News

DUBLIN, Ireland: More than 200 state-
run secondary schools in the Republic of 
Ireland will begin to phase out historical 
Catholic symbols and mandatory Masses, 
Irish sources have reported.

The new regulations apply to the coun-
try’s ETB schools, which are run by the 
government’s Education and Training 
Boards. The new rules officially classify 
those schools as “multi-denominational” 
which therefore can not favour Catholic 
or Christian symbolism or ceremonies, the 
Irish Times reported.

These new regulations were established 
in a yet unpublished document obtained 
by the Irish Times.

Slightly more than 78 per cent of the 
population of Ireland identifies as Roman 
Catholic, according to the country’s latest 
Faith Survey in 2016.

The Times reports that these new regula-
tions stipulate that any displayed religious 
symbols “must echo the beliefs of the 
wider school community rather than one 
particular religion” to reflect this multi-
denominational identity. The regulations 

add that when religious symbols are dis-
played, there must be balance, such as dis-
playing a Menorah for Hanukkah if there 
is also a Christmas nativity scene on dis-
play. School Masses or other religious cer-
emonies or events at ETB schools are now 
expected to be held for students only on an 
“opt-in” basis, rather than on a mandatory 
basis that requires students to opt out.

Furthermore, religious education teach-
ers at ETB schools will be required to 
have training from ETB-approved groups, 
so as to provide religious education that 
matches the schools’ multi-denomina-
tional identities and the state curriculum, 
which covers a variety of religious tradi-
tions. The religious education department 
will also only be allowed to be inspected 
by state, rather than Church, authorities 
henceforth. There is a group of 70 ETB 
schools that will be exempt from the new 
regulations, due to legal agreements they 
have with the Catholic Church about 
maintaining the Catholic identity of their 
schools, according to the Irish Times.

Paddy Lavelle, general secretary of 

Education and Training Boards Ireland, 
told the Irish Times that the new regula-
tions address the “multidenominational 
aspect of our schools specifically and the 
importance of catering for children of all 
religious and non-religious worldviews 
equally.” The Irish Catholic bishops’ con-
ference has not commented on the chang-
es. — CNA

Pope Francis receives Cardinal George Pell
VATICAN: Former Vatican finance czar 
Cardinal George Pell met with Pope 
Francis in a private audience at the Vati-
can Monday, Oct 12.

The Holy See press office said that the 
audience took place but gave no further 
details.

A video of the meeting showed the 
Pope shaking the cardinal’s hand, while 
saying: “It is a pleasure to meet you again.

After the two men were seated, the 
Pope added: “Thank you for your testi-
mony.”

A source close to the cardinal told the 
National Catholic Register that the meet-
ing, which lasted 30 minutes, was “very 
warm and cordial.”

Pell, the former prefect of the Secre-
tariat for the Economy, arrived in Rome 
Sept. 30 on his first visit to the city since 
he left in 2017 for Australia to prove his 
innocence of abuse charges. 

The Australian cardinal returned less 
than a week after the dramatic resignation 
of Cardinal Angelo Becciu. Pope Francis 

asked Becciu to resign as prefect of the 
Congregation of the Causes of Saints and 
from the rights extended to members of 
the College of Cardinals Sept. 24 amid al-
legations of financial misconduct against 
the Italian prelate.

Becciu had worked previously as the 
number two-ranking official in the Vati-
can’s Secretariat of State, where, CNA 
has previously reported, he repeatedly 
clashed with Pell over the reform of Vati-
can finances.

Pell responded to the news of Becciu’s 
resignation with gratitude.

“The Holy Father was elected to clean 
up Vatican finances. He plays a long 
game and is to be thanked and congratu-
lated on recent developments,” Pell wrote 
in a statement sent to CNA Sept. 25.

Becciu has denied claims in the Ital-
ian media that he transferred money to 
Australia in an attempt to influence Pell’s 
trial.

In a statement issued through his law-
yer Oct. 7, he said that he had never 

sought to interfere in the process. 
The Pope asked Pell in 2014 to take 

charge of the newly created Secretariat 
for the Economy and to lead efforts at 
reforming Vatican financial affairs. After 
charges of sexual abuse were brought by 
Victoria police, Pell took temporary leave 
of his role in 2017 to return to Australia 
and defend his name. 

Pell faced allegations from a single 
accuser related to his time as bishop of 
Melbourne. He spent 13 months in soli-
tary confinement after he was initially 
convicted and given a six-year prison 
sentence, before being vindicated on ap-
peal to the High Court.

Pell’s term of office as head of the Vati-
can’s financial secretariat expired dur-
ing his time in prison, with Pope Francis 
naming Fr. Juan Antonio Guerrero Alves, 
SJ, to succeed him in 2019.

“I hope the cleaning of the stables con-
tinues in both the Vatican and Victoria,” 
Pell said in his statement following Bec-
ciu’s resignation. — CNA

Pope Francis poses for a photo with Australian Cardinal 
George Pell at the Vatican. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)
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MANILA: As a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, millions 
of people in Southeast Asia are at 
risk of ending up in poverty,  ac-
cording to the Asian Development 
Bank (ADB).

Before the coronavirus out-
break, the region was booming, 
with a significant growth of the 
middle class. Now, because of the 
global health crisis, it will have 
the highest number of new poor 
this year after South Asia.

The lockdown has brought 
Southeast Asian economies to 
their knees. With consumption 
collapsing, many businesses have 
closed and unemployment is on 
the rise.

In the second quarter of the 
year, compared to the same period 

of 2019, GDP fell by 5.3 per cent 
in Indonesia, 17.1 per cent in Ma-

laysia, 16.5 per cent in the Philip-
pines, 13.3 per cent in Singapore 
and 12.2 per cent in Thailand.

Vietnam, which appears to have 
contained the pandemic more ef-
fectively, will see GDP growth 
close to zero by the end of this 
year.

According to the Internation-
al Labour Organisation (ILO), 
Southeast Asian countries lost 48 
million full-time jobs between 
April and June.

Consumption accounts for 
60 per cent of GDP of the ma-
jor economies of Southeast Asia 
(apart from Singapore); for this 
reason, the recovery is expected to 
be long and difficult.

The ADB expects that in 2022 
the regional GDP will still be two 
points below the pre-COVID base 
level.

Last year, analysts predicted 
sustained growth for the next 
three years, with 50 million more 
consumers in the middle class and 
a US$ 300 billion increase in dis-
posable income.

Excluding Singapore, inter-
ventions to support the poor and 
unemployed in Southeast Asia 
have been insufficient. The ILO 
reports that on average the coun-
tries of the region spend only 2.7 
per cent of GDP on social safety 
nets, well below the global ratio.                            
— AsiaNews

Pandemic effect: millions of  
new poor in Southeast Asia

BANGKOK: The scenes that un-
folded on the streets of Bangkok 
near the city’s Democracy Monu-
ment on Oct. 14 recalled those 
of years past when the same area 
turned into a battleground between 
rival groups of protesters.

In full view of journalists, groups 
of hardline royalists armed them-
selves with sticks and other objects 
and attacked several young pro-
democracy demonstrators during 
a mass protest against the military-
allied government of Prime Minis-
ter Prayut Chan-o-cha.

You could be forgiven for think-
ing of the violent street protests of 
a decade ago. Then as now, roving 
bands of men dressed in the royal 
colour of yellow goaded peaceful 
demonstrators before they set upon 
pro-democracy protesters, kicking 
and beating them in several inci-
dents recorded on mobile phones 
and posted on social media.

Observers said these recent at-
tacks on protesters were perpe-
trated by agitators who meant to 
provoke a confrontation so that the 
authorities could then “restore or-

der” by initiating a crackdown on 
the thousands of students and other 
young demonstrators who were 
marching to Government House to 
reiterate their demands for political 
reforms.

The military used the same justi-
fication in 2014 to oust a democrat-
ically elected government by stag-
ing a coup with Prayut at the helm.

“The only violence today has 
been provoked and perpetrated 
by the Thai regime, who brought 
thousands of police disguised as 
royalist supporters from southern 
Thailand and even used garbage 
trucks to transport paid protesters 
wearing yellow shirts into Bang-
kok,” Andrew MacGregor Mar-
shall, a prominent British commen-
tator on Thai politics, argued in a 
widely shared Facebook post.

“They want to create a narrative 
that there is conflict between two 
sides and so the regime has to crack 
down to restore peace. This is not 
true. The protesters who want re-
form of the monarchy and consti-
tution have remained peaceful de-
spite intense provocation.”

In recent months, youth-led anti-
government demonstrations have 
been gathering momentum with 
young activists, many of whom 
are university students, demanding 

that former army chief Prayut step 
down.

The young protesters have also 
broken an age-old taboo by de-
manding limits on the political 

and financial influence of the Thai 
royal family. These demands have 
angered hardline royalists who re-
gard the monarchy as a sacrosanct 
institution and consider all mem-
bers of the royal family to be above 
reproach.

In a scene that several observ-
ers have deemed historic, nu-
merous young protesters lining a 
road flashed their pro-democracy 
movement’s three-fingered salute 
at a passing royal motorcade that 
forced its way through protesters 
as some members of the royal fam-
ily travelling in a limousine were 
making their way to Bangkok’s 
Grand Palace to attend a Buddhist 
ceremony with a heavy police pres-
ence.

“Now the royals are meeting 
protesters face to face,” one com-
mentator noted on social media.

“They should now realise the 
grim reality that there are many 
people who seriously want reform 
of the monarchy and not everyone 
is chanting ‘Long live the king’ 
in front of them anymore.” — 
ucanews.com

Young Thai protesters demand a nation confront the truth

Millions of people in Southeast Asia are at risk of ending up in poverty. 
(AsiaNews photo)

Student Union of Thailand spokesperson Panusaya ‘Rung’ Sithijirawattanakul 
speaks from a truck as pro-democracy protesters march towards Government 
House during an anti-government rally in Bangkok on Oct 14, 2020. (UCA 
News photo via AFP)

HANOI: Strong winds and tor-
rential rain over several days have 
caused flooding in central Vietnam, 
killing at least 37 so far. Quảng Trị, 
Thừa Thiên Huế and Quảng Nam 
are the worst affected provinces.

Heavy rains from 10 to 13 Oc-
tober inundated residential areas, 
farmland and roads, causing huge 
damage to people and property.

The General Department of Dis-
aster Prevention reported that, in 
addition to the 37 deaths, at least 
50,000 houses were flooded or 
wrecked, whilst 250 hectares of 
rice fields and 2,500 hectares plant-
ed with vegetables were wiped out. 
Some 900 hectares dedicated to 
aquaculture were also damaged; at 
least 60,000 animals, mainly cows 
and poultry, were killed or swept 
away by the raging waters.

Bishop Phaolô (Paul) Nguyễn 
Thái Hợp of Hà Tĩnh (about 340 

km south of the capital, near the 
coast), decided to visit the flooded 
areas to bring some help. On Sat-
urday, he led a delegation from his 
diocese to Trung Quán parish.

The prelate tried to visit every 
family, one by one, to encourage 
them and leave them with some 
small gifts. For those who met him, 

“He is a true pastor. He did not just 
give us some gifts; he brought us 
God.”

Trung Quán parish, one of the 
hardest hit, saw homes submerged 
and streets turned into rivers.

Thanks to Caritas and the Hà 
Tĩnh Catholic Business Associa-
tion, the bishop was able to leave  

packages containing instant noo-
dles, a bottle of oil and two packs 
of condiments with each family he 
visited.

He also gave out more than 200 
million dong (about US$ 8,600). 
The diocese donated 100 million; 
Caritas 50 million and the Catho-
lic Business Association, another 

50 million. Although not huge, the 
money will help with the emer-
gency.

Bishop Nguyễn Thái Hợp en-
couraged the faithful to recite 
the rosary and to pray for all the 
people living in the flooded area. 
— By Paul Nguyen Hung, Asi-
aNews

Bishop visits central Vietnam where floods left at least 37 people dead

Torrential rains have deluged Vietnam, triggering flooding and forcing the evacuation of over 11,000 people in central Vietnamese regions. (AsiaNews photo)



Pope Francis comforts parents 
of slain Italian Catholic priest
VATICAN: Pope Francis met 
with the parents of a slain Italian 
priest before the general audience 
Wednesday.

The Pope referred to the meeting 
with the family of Fr Roberto Mal-
gesini during his general audience 
address Oct 14 in the Paul VI Audi-
ence Hall at the Vatican.

He said: “Before entering the 
Hall, I met the parents of that priest 
of the Diocese of Como who was 
killed: he was killed precisely in his 
service to others. The tears of those 
parents are their own tears, and each 
one of them knows how much he or 
she has suffered in seeing this son 

who gave his life in service to the 
poor.” 

He continued: “When we want to 
console somebody, we cannot find 
the words. Why? Because we can-
not arrive at his or her pain, because 
her sorrows are her own, his tears 
are his own. The same is true of us: 
the tears, the sorrow, the tears are 
mine, and with these tears, with this 
sorrow I turn to the Lord.”

Malgesini, who was known for 
his care for the homeless and mi-
grants, was stabbed to death Sept 15 
in the northern Italian city of Como.

The day following Malgesini’s 
death, Pope Francis said: “I praise 

God for the witness, that is, for the 
martyrdom, of this witness of char-
ity towards the poorest.”

The Pope noted that the priest had 
been killed “by a person in need 
whom he himself helped, a person 
with a mental illness.” 

Papal almoner Cardinal Konrad 
Krajewski represented the pope at 
Malgesini’s funeral Sept 19.

The 51-year-old priest was post-
humously awarded Italy’s highest 
honour for civil valour Oct 7. 

Bishop Oscar Cantoni of Como 
was also present at the meeting with 
the Pope and Malgesini’s parents. 
–– CNA

Pope Francis meets with the family of slain Italian priest Fr Roberto Malgesini 
at the Vatican Oct 14, 2020. (Vatican Media)

Mali: Kidnapped nun 
‘alive but needs care’

MALI: A missionary sister kid-
napped in Mali more than two 
years ago is alive but struggling, 
an eyewitness has told reporters. 
Columbian Sr Gloria Cecilia 
Narvaez, was abducted in Mali 
on February 7, 2017.

French aid worker Sophie 
Petronin, who was released 
from captivity with other hos-
tages, including Fr Pierluigi 
Maccalli, has made an appeal 
to President Emmanuel Macron, 
asking him to intervene to help 
release Sr Cecilia.

She said: “Sr Gloria’s spirit is 
giving way — We must do eve-
rything to get her out of there.”

Sophie said she spent most of 
her captivity with Sr Gloria. The 
two women were together until 
October 5, when Mrs Petronin 
was transferred for her release 
on Oct 8.

She said that they went 
through about 30 different 
camps and shared everything: 
blankets, food and water. She 
said no kind of violence was 
used against them, except once, 
when Sister Gloria got lost dur-

ing a walk and was then tied up 
for three days.

Cardinal Jean Zerbo, Arch-
bishop of Bamako, has asked for 
the release of all hostages still in 
the hands of jihadist groups. He 
said: “Every time we pray, we 
ask the Lord for the release of Sr 
Gloria and all the other hostag-
es. This represents a grave hu-
miliation for Mali. They came to 
do good and were kidnapped by 
bandits, as if they were slaves. It 
is a sin for our country.”

Sr Gloria Cecilia Narvaez of 
the Congregation of the Francis-
can Sisters of Mary Immaculate 
was kidnapped in Karangasso in 
southern Mali on Feb 7, 2017 by 
jihadists linked to Al Qaida in 
the Sahel.

Violence is on the rise in Mali. 
At least 25 people, including 13 
soldiers, were killed in several 
attacks in central Mali. The most 
serious episode took place on 6 
October when a jihadist group 
attacked an army base in Sokou-
ra, near the border with Burkina 
Faso, and ambushed the troops 
sent as reinforcements. — ICN

Taiwan embassy to Vatican marks 
national day serving poor
ROME: From the beginning of Italy’s 
COVID-19 outbreak, the embassy of 
the Republic of China (Taiwan) to the 
Holy See has offered support through 
both financial assistance and dona-
tions of sanitary and protective gear. 
With case numbers again on the rise 
and more restrictions looming, Tai-
wan is again stepping up its help.

Taiwan has offered a financial 
contribution to the Vatican’s special 
COVID-19 taskforce, led by Ghana-
ian Cardinal Peter Turkson of the Vat-
ican department for Integral Human 
Development.

In addition to its direct financial 
assistance to the Vatican taskforce, 
Taiwan has also provided support to 
a project spearheaded by the migrants 
and refugees section of Turkson’s 
department called “City of Youth,” 
which is dedicated to building a town 
based entirely on sustainability and 
the clean, renewable energies called 
for by Pope Francis in his 2015 eco-
encyclical, Laudato Si.

Taiwan has also offered medical 
supplies to individual groups, pro-
jects, organisations or dioceses, in-
cluding the Italian island of Sicily.

At the request of Fr Calogero Ori-
fiamma – a Sicilian native currently 
serving as a missionary in Taiwan – 
the Taiwanese embassy to the Holy 
See recently sent a large shipment of 
masks, gloves and digital thermom-
eters, as well as a monetary contribu-
tion, to the Diocese of Caltanissetta.

Bishop Mario Russotto, who over-
sees the Caltanissetta diocese and 

who received the donation, said Sicily 
is “one of the southernmost as well as 
one of the smallest dioceses in Italy. 
We always rank at the bottom of the 
list when it comes to economy, wealth 
and wellbeing.”

“Unfortunately, there is no com-
mon scale for measuring values, such 
as intelligence, charity and generosity. 
Otherwise, we would rank at the top 
because this small diocese has a big 
heart,” he said, thanking Taiwan for 
its assistance.

Taiwan itself has had no reported 
domestic cases of COVID-19 since 
April 12. They have recorded just 
over 100 cases since then, but they  
were all either imported from travel-
lers returning from abroad, or origi-
nated from a small outbreak on board 
a navy ship returning from Palau.

Taiwan’s embassy to the Holy See 
also decided to celebrate this year’s 
National Day festivities alongside 
papal almoner, Polish Cardinal Kon-
rad Krajewski, and representatives of 
Catholic charity organisation Caritas 
and the Tzu Chi Buddhist Foundation.

Celebrated Oct 10, Taiwan’s Na-
tional Day – officially the National 
Day of the Republic of China – cel-
ebrates the beginning of the 1911 Wu-
chang Uprising, which culminated 
with the end of the Qing Dynasty and 
the establishment of the Republic of 
China in 1912.

In mainland China, the National 
Day is celebrated Oct 1, commemo-
rating the formal establishment of the 
People’s Republic of China in 1949 

after the communist takeover.
To mark the Oct. 10 holiday, Tai-

wan’s embassy to the Holy See en-
listed the help of Krajewski to prepare 
a traditional Taiwanese meal for the 
poor and homeless.

In addition to “restoring their dig-
nity” as human beings through the 
lunch, the embassy also provided 
sleeping bags made in Taiwan to at-
tendees. They also launched a joint 
initiative with Caritas’s Rome branch 
and the Tzu Chi Buddhist Founda-
tion to provide cans of tuna and eco-
blankets to the poor and needy.

The lunch took place Oct. 8 at the 
Palazzo Migliore – a 19th century 
Vatican-owned building just behind 
St Peter’s Square which Pope Francis 
in February designated as a sanctuary 
for the homeless, dubbing it the “Pal-
ace of the Poor,” which is run by vol-
unteers from the Italian Sant’Egidio 
movement.

A day earlier, on Oct 7, an event 
with Caritas and the Tzu Chi Bud-
dhist Foundation was held at the 
Casa Santa Giacinta Shelter in Rome, 
which is near to the Roman Basilica 
of the Holy Cross in Jerusalem, for 
the distribution of the blankets and 
tuna.

Matthew Lee, Taiwanese Ambas-
sador to the Holy See, said that it was 
“an honour” to commemorate Tai-
wan’s National Day “with brothers 
and sisters in need” while promoting 
the values “of inclusiveness, hospi-
tality and friendship.” — By Elise 
Ann Allen, Crux
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Sister Gloria Cecilia Narvaez

Taiwanese Ambassador to the Holy See Matthew Lee serves lunch to the poor and needy at a Caritas soup kitchen in 
Rome. (Crux photo/Courtesy of the Taiwanese Embassy to the Holy See)
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VATICAN: As the world’s attention is fo-
cused on the COVID-19 pandemic and its dire 
economic consequences, the Vatican urged 
nations not to forget the people of Syria, who 
are still living in a situation of violence and 
extreme need.

In an extraordinary 
move, the Vatican in-
vited diplomats accred-
ited to the Holy See from 
around the world to meet 
Oct 15 with Cardinal 
Mario Zenari (pic), the 
nuncio to Syria.

“The appointment was an opportunity to re-
kindle attention toward the situation in Syria, 
which has been prostrated by almost 10 years 
of violence,” the Vatican said in a statement 
issued hours after the event ended. The Vati-
can did not say how many ambassadors at-
tended the meeting.

Cardinal Zenari told the ambassadors that 
while the war and suffering in Syria had all 
but disappeared from the “media’s radar,” the 
humanitarian disaster continues.

After the destruction of rocket fire, he said, 
the nation now faces the threat of the “bomb 
of poverty,” according to the Vatican state-
ment. The nuncio said some 80 per cent of 
the population is living in poverty and an es-
timated 11 million Syrians require humanitar-
ian assistance.

Syria is an “expanse of ghost villages” 
strewn with rubble, he said, and “many Syr-
ians have lost hope.”

Cardinal Zenari also mentioned the inter-
national sanctions imposed on Syria in an at-
tempt to force the regime to pursue peace and 
democratic reforms.

Innocent civilians are suffering the effects 
of the sanctions, he said.

According to the Vatican, Cardinal Zenari 
also responded to questions from the ambas-
sadors present, including questions about rela-
tions between religious communities in Syria; 
the need for economic recovery at various lev-
els for the reconstruction of the country; the 
consequences of the conflict on the presence 
of Christians in the region; the educational 
emergency; the situation of women; and the 

need for additional financial resources for the 
“Open Hospitals” project, involving three 
Catholic hospitals in Damascus and Aleppo 
that offer services free to all who are sick re-
gardless of ethnic origin or religious belief.

Cardinal Pietro Parolin, Vatican secretary of 
state, opening the meeting, expressed his hope 
that the world will not grow accustomed to the 

“litany of horrors that every day comes to us 
from that tormented nation,” the Vatican said.

At the end of the meeting, the statement 
said, Cardinal Parolin “reiterated the impor-
tance of seeking new solutions and of not 
abandoning Syria under a blanket of silence 
and indifference.” — By Cindy Wooden, 
CNS

VATICAN: There are two ways to interpret 
the exclusion of the Vatican’s Secretary of 
State, Cardinal Pietro Parolin, from the 
Cardinals Commission of the Institute for 
Religious Works (the “Vatican bank”), and 
they are not mutually exclusive.

The first would have it that Pope Francis 
is now back to the initial project of making 
the Secretariat of State less central within 
the Curial system. One of the original ideas 
was to dismantle the Secretariat of State 
and split the Church’s government into 
four different secretariats.

According to the second view, the con-
spicuous absence of the Cardinal Secretary 
of State from the new IOR Commission 
would be at Parolin’s own request. 

In any case, it was not by chance that 

Pope Francis originally left Cardinal  Pa-
rolin out of the group of red hats he formed 
to draw up the blueprint for his overhaul of 
the Curia in 2013. Cardinal Parolin joined 
the meetings from the beginning, and the 
Pope said he could consider himself a 
member at one point. However, no docu-
ment amended the chirograph that estab-
lished the Council of Cardinals, so there 
has never been an official document that 
certified the new composition of the Coun-
cil of Cardinals. 

Cardinal Parolin worked at the Pope’s 
side, and was able to get lots done – in-
deed, was the only one able to get all the 
necessary institutional steps taken when 
it came to implementing the piecemeal 
reforms we’ve already seen, and Parolin 

has the papal rescripts – administrative and 
legislative decrees – to prove it. 

Cardinal Parolin succeeded in having 
all the papers set for decisions in times 
of institutional confusion. Pope Francis 
accepted – for a while, at least – that the 
Secretariat of State would have a central 
role, which it appears not only to keep but 
to see strengthened in the draft of the Curia 
reform, Praedicate Evangelium. 

Likely, Pope Francis changed his mind 
following the recent scandals. He is now 
getting back to the original project: dis-
mantling the institutional structure for a 
more pastoral and less State-like structure. 

However, this is just one of the lenses 
through which to understand the situation. 
— By Andrea Gagliarducci, CNA

ROME: The Diocese of Assisi announced 
Wednesday that the period of public venera-
tion of Blessed Carlo Acutis has been extend-
ed until Oct 19 due to the number of people 
who wish to pray at his tomb. 

Thousands of people visited the tomb of 
the young computer programmer and gamer 
last weekend, according to Bishop Domenico 
Sorrentino of Assisi, who said that following 
the Italian teen’s beatification, the diocese 
received numerous additional requests by 
groups to organise visits.

The public veneration of Acutis’ tomb was 
originally scheduled to end with a Mass on 
the morning of Saturday, Oct 17. But this has 
now been extended until Oct 19 to accommo-
date groups who wish to visit over the week-
end, Sorrentino explained.

The teen lies in repose in jeans and a pair of 
Nike tennis shoes in a tomb with a glass win-
dow in Assisi’s Sanctuary of Spoliation in the 
Church of St Mary Major. Pilgrims stood in 
long lines throughout the weekend of his Oct. 
10 beatification to pray before Acutis’ tomb.

Among those who travelled to Assisi to 
ask for Carlo Acutis’ intercession were many 
young people, including a group of European 
students from the Emmanuel School of Mis-
sion in Rome.

Charles Denonfoux, a 26-year-old student 

from France, said at the beatification Oct 10: 
“He lived in the same world as we do. He is 
very close to us and the way we live, and I 
think it is very moving to have such an ex-
ample of an exemplary life which we can 
very easily relate to.” 

Emmanuelle Rebeix, 23, said: “He gives 
me this hope that our time is just as good as 
any other to be holy.” 

Olga Piaskowska, a 27-year-old Polish stu-
dent, said that Acutis had shown her how one 
can live out holiness in “ordinary everyday 
life.”

“Carlo Acutis is, for me, an example of a 
boy of our age who gave his whole life to the 
Lord Jesus, and at the same time he was very 
happy and had many passions,” Piaskowskaa 
said. 

“This shows that we are called to live in 
holiness right in this moment of our lives … 
and that the way to this is through commun-
ion with the Lord Jesus through the Eucharist 
and confession,” she added.

Fr Boniface Lopez, a Franciscan Capuchin 
based at Assisi’s Sanctuary of Spoliation, said 
that he noted that many people who visited 
Acutis’ tomb also took advantage of the op-
portunity to go to confession, which is being 
offered in many languages throughout the 19 
days when Acutis’ body is visible for venera-
tion.

“Many people are coming to see Carlo to 
ask for his blessing … also many young peo-
ple; they come for confessions. They come 
because they want to change their lives and 
they want to come near God and really expe-
rience God,” Fr Lopez said.

He added that he had also encountered 
many religious sisters and priests coming on 
pilgrimage to see Acutis.

“Religious come here to ask his blessing to 
help them to cultivate a greater love for the 
Eucharist,” he said.

In a Mass at the Basilica of St Francis of 
Assisi, Acutis became the first millennial to 
be beatified by the Catholic Church. — By 
Courtney Mares, CNA

● See also pg 16

Vatican gathers ambassadors to hear what is happening in Syria

Public veneration of  Blessed Carlo Acutis’ 
tomb extended as pilgrims flock to Assisi

The tomb of Blessed Carlo Acutis in Assisi, Italy. (CNA photo/Daniel Ibáñez)

Pope Francis arrives for his general audience in 
the Paul VI Audience Hall at the Vatican Oct 14, 
2020. (CNA photo/Daniel Ibanez)

A displaced boy is pictured in a file photo carrying food aid given by the World Food Programme 
in Raqqa, Syria. (CNS photo/Aboud Hamam, Reuters)

Is Pope Francis moving towards a conclave?
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NIMES: I could not hold back a few 
tears of joy as I watched the Israeli El 
Al plane cross the airspace of Saudi 
Arabia and land safely at Abu Dhabi 
airport in the United Arab Emirates 
a sight that just a few days earlier 
would have been unimaginable.

Down through the years in Brus-
sels, Paris, Toulouse, Rome, Wash-
ington and even Tel Aviv, we have 
worked to break down the walls of 
misunderstanding and suspicion 
to restore the trust essential to the 
achievement of a just and lasting 
peace between Arabs and Israelis.

In all of these years this has not 
been easy, on the contrary ...

After every stay in these countries, 
every time I returned to my mosque, 
I would be gripped by the fear that 
my final hour had come and that it 
would be the last day of life, because 
we were all qualified as traitors to the 
Arab cause, collaborationists, Zion-
ists and even apostates. And not only 
by the Salafists and Muslim brother-
hood, but also by the vast majority of 
Muslims manipulated for decades by 
an Arab nationalism and an ancestral 
Islam that has done everything to 
separate Arabs and Muslims from Is-
raelis and Jews throughout the world.

Despite the establishment of large 

Muslim communities in Europe, al-
most nothing has changed for them: 
they remain imbued with this ideolo-
gy of hatred. Extremist Islamism has 
instilled this hatred since the begin-
ning of the construction of mosques 
in Europe, that is, since the 1980s.

Twice anti-Semitic Muslim ex-
tremists have distanced me from my 
work, and have even tried several 
times to shut down our mosque.

They even nicknamed it “the Isra-
elite mosque” because it is one of a 
few rare mosques in France that eve-
ry year commemorates the indescrib-
able drama of the Shoah (Holocaust), 
to give Islam its humanist dimension. 
A dimension that has been lost due to 
the opportunist plans of this political 

Islam that has always taken European 
and Arab Muslims hostage.

An Islamist imam has also prom-
ulgated a fatwa, prohibiting prayer 
inside our mosque. When I went to 
meet him in his mosque, he even said 
to me: “Jews and Christians have 
helped our Muslim faithful to build 
your mosque. And they have wound-
ed our community!”

The Islamists have not forgotten 
to use their most dangerous weapon, 
branding me as an apostate to dis-
credit me in front of French Muslims 
and encouraging the mother of my 
children, who is and will always re-
main the love of my life, to divorce 
me.

The enemies of life destroy all the 

courageous actions of the Arabs and 
Jews who work for reconciliation and 
peace; a peace that they hope will not 
be achieved, because of the hatred for 
and rejection of the other, of the Jew 
in this specific case, are the basis of 
their trade.

Thanks to the intelligence and 
courage of Mohammed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan (MBZ), as well as Moham-
med bin Salman (MBS) and also to 
Benjamin Netanyahu, these men of 
goodwill have been able to overcome 
the doctrines of hatred that extremists 
do not want to abandon so that they 
may continue manipulating Muslims 
for many more years.

Since the beginning of the terror-
ist attacks in France, the Bataclan, 
the Hyper-caher in Paris, the ignoble 
killings in Toulouse, the attacks in 
Brussels and Nice, etc ... the extrem-
ist machine has made use of defama-
tion, insults, threats of death and in-
timidation towards Muslims of good 
will, to voluntarily extinguish all the 
glimmers of peace in the bosom of 
an Islam torn between hatred and 
rejection, but in search of renewal 
and pacification. The Arab nation 
will have eternal gratitude to these 
two great brave and intelligent lead-
ers who have taken the initiative to 

recognise the State of Israel and the 
Israeli people as a natural neighbour.

MBS and MBZ confirmed that this 
desire for peace with Israel will never 
take place at the expense of the rights 
of the Palestinians, whom they want 
to support and accompany towards a 
global peace process.

Millions of Arabs and Muslims 
around the world support this prom-
ise and this normalisation, even if 
some are afraid to manifest it in pub-
lic for fear of violent reprisals by the 
Islamists.

The economic development that 
arises from this normalisation will be 
an important accelerator for peace. 
The general normalisation of rela-
tions in the region will be largely 
beneficial to all peoples in this very 
sensitive part of the world. This nor-
malisation is required by all peoples 
and all progressive actors in these 
countries and is rejected by the ob-
scurantist and extremist forces.

This growing prosperity will be the 
first element that will overcome ha-
tred and negativity. And we will need 
the solid support of the United States, 
Russia and even Europe to provide 
a positive, supportive environment 
for all. — By Hocine Drouiche,                   
AsiaNews

Imam of Nîmes: I, a Muslim, applaud the 
peace between Israel and the Emirates

VATICAN: Pope Francis’ latest ap-
pointment to the Council of Cardi-
nals brings an African perspective 
to the table.

Cardinal Ambongo Besungu of 
Kinshasa (pic), in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, is the most re-
cent addition to the group of Cardi-
nal Advisors tasked with assisting 
the Pope in the government of the 
Universal Church and in the draft-
ing and revision of the new Apos-
tolic Constitution that will replace 
the Constitution Pastor Bonus 
promulgated by Pope St John Paul 
II.

With the addition of Cardinal 
Besungu, there are now seven 
members in the group. Africa used 
to be represented by Cardinal Lau-

rent Monsengwo Pasinya who left 
the Council at the end of 2018 to-
gether with Cardinals Pell and Er-
razuriz Ossa. — Vatican News

DRC’s Cardinal Besungu 
appointed to Council of Cardinals

VATICAN: An online meeting pro-
vided the six Cardinal advisors that 
make up the so-called C6 (Council 
of Cardinals) the occasion to meet 
together with Pope Francis after an 
eight-month suspension of meetings 
caused by the coronavirus pandemic.

A Vatican Press Office statement 
said Pope Francis engaged in the 
virtual meeting from his office in the 
Casa Santa Marta to discuss some as-
pects of the text of the new Apostolic 
Constitution on the Roman Curia.

Once approved, that text will re-
place the Constitution Pastor Bonus 
promulgated by Pope St John Paul II.

“During the summer months,” 
the statement explained, “the Coun-
cil had the opportunity to work via 
internet on the text of the new Ap-
ostolic Constitution whose updated 

draft was presented to the Holy Fa-
ther. According to the usual practice, 
the competent Dicasteries are now 
proceeding with the reading of the 
draft.”

In particular, the statement noted, 
the meeting was convened “to sum-
marise the work done and to study 
how to support the implementation 
of the new Constitution, once it has 
been promulgated.”

It also said that during the meet-
ing Pope Francis highlighted the fact 
that “the reform is already underway, 
even under some administrative and 
economic aspects.”

The next meeting, the statement 
concluded, “is set for the month of 
December and will take place via the 
Internet, due to the health emergency, 
and according to the already estab-
lished plan.” — Vatican News

Pope to C6: Apostolic Constitution 
reform already underway

For decades, Arab nationalism and Salafi Islam have manipulated the 
majority of the Muslim faithful. (Asianews photo)

A file photo of Pope Francis and the Council of Cardinals  (Vatican Media)
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October 3, the day that Francis signed Fratelli Tutti in As-
sisi, also happened to mark the twentieth anniversary of 

a somewhat less illustrious moment in the Church’s interreli-
gious outreach. 

On this day in 2000, a planned day of dialogue between 
Jews and Christians in Rome had to be cancelled because of 
the negative reaction to Dominus Iesus, a recently published 
declaration from the Congregation of the Doctrine of Faith, 
led at the time by Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger. 

Around the same time, the Jesuit theologian Jacques Du-
puis was under trial on charges brought by the Holy Office 
for his work on the theology of interreligious dialogue. How 
far we’ve come in twenty years, thanks to Jorge Mario Ber-
goglio. His new encyclical may signal not only the papacy’s 
shift from a strictly Roman Catholic tradition to one more ori-
ented toward global Catholicism, but also to a new paradigm 
for how the Church approaches relations with other faiths. 

Fratelli Tutti comes a little more than five years after Laud-
ato Si’ — the longest interval in papal encyclicals since the 
gap between Pope Gregory XVI’s Commissum divinitus (“On 
Church and State,” 1835) and Probe Nostis (“On the Propaga-
tion of the Faith,” 1840). Of course, after Humanae Vitae, Paul 
VI did not write another encyclical in the remaining ten years 
of his papacy, because of the new bishops’ synods. 

Given Francis’ vision for a Church that gives more impor-
tance to synods and to other kinds of documents, especially 
post-synodal exhortations, the space between encyclicals isn’t 
that surprising. 

This is also the first time a pope has issued an encyclical 
outside Rome since 1814, when Pius VII signed Il trionfo in 
the Italian city of Cesena, after five years of imprisonment in 
France during the Napoleonic Wars. (In the same year, he also 
restored the Society of Jesus, which had been suppressed in 
1773.) 

Coming in the midst of a once-in-a-century pandemic that 
highlights the crises of globalisation and the social order, the 
timing couldn’t have been better. The encyclical quotes — and 
therefore includes as sources of the Catholic magisterial tradi-
tion — Blessed Charles de Foucauld, Martin Luther King Jr, 
Desmond Tutu, and Mahatma Gandhi, as well as the German 
Jesuit Karl Rahner (who was under investigation by the Holy 
Office through the time he was working with the German 
bishops in preparation for Vatican II). 

Cinematographic citations have also now entered the or-
dinary magisterium of the Catholic Church: the document 
mentions Wim Wenders’s 2018 documentary on Pope Francis 
three times. There are also five mentions of Ahmad al-Tayyeb, 
the grand imam of al-Azhar, with whom Francis signed the 
February 2019 Abu Dhabi document Human Fraternity, in 
many ways the predecessor of Fratelli Tutti. 

The early reception of the document has been largely posi-
tive (deservedly so), while its most important teachings have 
been highlighted elsewhere. Fears about rejection of the en-
cyclical because of its title have not materialised (in the origi-
nal Italian, the title sounds more gender-inclusive than in other 
languages). But it’s a long and deep text, one that should be 
read closely not just for what it says, but also for how it says 
it, given that it now becomes part of the long magisterial and 
theological tradition of the Catholic Church.

A key feature of Fratelli Tutti is focus on the Church in 
the world and for the world. It envisions a new social system 
while treating the current ecclesial and ecclesiastical system 
as a given. In that sense, Fratelli Tutti is a major document 
in terms of the Church’s shift toward global Catholicism. It 
deserves to be received as a statement reorienting the posture 
of Catholicism worldwide, aligning the Church with the poor 
in the quest for justice. 

— By Massimo Faggioli, Commonweal

Examining the 
Encyclical

Dear Brother Bishops of Asia, and Dear 
Sisters and Brothers of the Churches of 
Asia

With respect, joy and love I wish you 
peace. With this letter I wish to encour-
age you in your reading, reflection and 
prayer on the most recent Encyclical of 
Pope Francis, Fratelli Tutti on fraternity 
and social friendship. In the very first mo-
ments of his pontificate, Francis bowed 
his head in front of the people gathered in 
St Peter’s Square and invited them: “Let 
us always pray for each other. Let us pray 
for the whole world, that there may be a 
great fraternity.”

The Church that is alive always surprises 
This year of 2020 is and has been for 
many of you, and for your people, a time 
of chaos, fear and loss. It is heavy for 
you, it is claustrophobic to be forced to 
stay at home and to keep your churches 
closed. Calendars are empty. Donations 
are drying up. There is increased hunger 
among our poor. Naturally we fear for the 
future. Yet Francis urges us not to make 
superficial responses to this time of crisis. 
We never stop being on mission. Now is 
a time to build respect for one another, 
to live as we wish the world to be in the 
future. “If the Church is alive, it must al-
ways surprise.” 

Do not let the joy of the Gospel dimin-
ish in your hearts. Do not give way to the 
culture of indifference. Despite all the 
pain surrounding us, be aware, he urges 
us in this encyclical, of the overwhelm-
ing, immense, surprising and unmerited 
gift that we have in “fraternity”. Frater-
nity, which means care and respect for our 
sisters and brothers, is the foundation and 
pathway to peace. Fraternity is solidarity 
and dialogue; it is true religion. Without 
fraternity, liberty and equality do not 
make sense. 

More than one pandemic 
There is more than one pandemic in the 
world now, Francis is telling us. COV-
ID-19 only exposes these underlying 
systemic ailments. Racism, inequity, hate 
speech, disregard for the poor, the elderly 
and the unborn, trafficking of women and 
children — all are with us in pandemic 
proportions. You are each painfully aware 
of where the culture of death is present 
in your dioceses, your local Churches, in 
your societies. We know that for at least 
eighteen countries of Asia the death pen-
alty is still legal. We have commerce in 
weapons in Asia and some of the longest 
running wars in the world. Millions have 
no choice but to leave their families and 
go abroad to find work. These are matters 
already on our agenda that confront the 
Gospel message and call for a response 
from us. Against these we must develop 
the vaccines of compassion, solidarity and 
justice. 

The Good Samaritan 
In Fratelli Tutti Francis leads us in an 
extended Ignatian meditation on the well 
known Gospel parable of the Samari-
tan who was moved with compassion. 
There is an ancient Jewish understanding 
that parables are intended to comfort the 
afflicted and to afflict the comfortable. 
Christ’s words to the scholar of the law 
are addressed to us; Francis asks us to put 

ourselves into this story and imagine our-
selves alternatively as one of the religious 
passers-by, as the victim, even as one of 
the robbers, perhaps as the scholar of the 
law, or as the inn keeper who is amazed at 
the generosity of the rescuer, and finally 
as the Samaritan. Then we are faced again 
with the question, who is my neighbour? 
and the inescapable question to our hearts, 
are we moved by compassion? Love 
builds bridges. We are moved to affirm 
that we were made for love. 

Inspired by the meditation on the par-
able, Francis charts a common course for 
humanity through commitment to peace, 
the rejection of war and capital punish-
ment, encouragement of forgiveness and 
reconciliation within societies and care 
for our common home. When we look 
with eyes sharpened by this Gospel, we 
will recognise Christ in every excluded 
person. Whatever excludes the poorest 
persons is exposed. We are called to cri-
tique the culture of waste and to defend 
the human rights of people made vulner-
able by society: women, children, racial 
minorities, refugees, the unborn, the aged 
and many others. Respect for persons and 
for the common good only grow from true 
fraternity. In the hunger that our people 
face daily, we also see inspiring examples 
of compassion in the sharing of food and 
the Good Samaritans who volunteer their 
service to care for others. 

Fraternal relationships among religions 
It is clear that Francis originally planned 
to focus this encyclical on the fraternal 
relationships between religions, exempli-
fied in the spirit of fraternity with which he 
signed the statement in Abu Dhabi with. 
Grand Imam Ahmad Al-Tayyeb. Yet as he 
was writing, the world was engulfed in the 
pandemic. We can be truly grateful that he 
decided to expand the encyclical’s scope 
to reflect on the COVID-19 crisis and on 
the dangers and opportunities it creates. In 
Asia both of these realities touch our lives 
and communities intimately and urgently: 
relationships among religions and the re-
sponse to the immediate COVID-19 cri-
sis. The Holy Father urges us to look cou-
rageously and creatively for opportunities 
to build, here and now, the world that God 
desires. He urges us to face up to past 
mistakes, to heal wounds and to seek and 
offer forgiveness, recognising that truth is 
the “inseparable companion of justice and 
mercy.” The society that will rise again 
from COVID-19 is a society where frater-
nity is valued. 

Evangelii Gaudium, Laudato Si’,               
Fratelli Tutti — a triptych
The three great encyclicals of Pope Fran-
cis complement one another. Evangelii 
Gaudium prays for reconciliation with 
God. Laudato Si’ is a cry from the heart 
that calls for reconciliation with creation. 
Fratelli Tutti pleads for reconciliation, 
dialogue and solidarity among all human-
ity as sisters and brothers. Pope Francis 
wants us to be aware that God’s presence 
permeates the world, inspiring persons 
of all cultures and religions to promote 
reconciliation and peace. As servants of 
Christ’s mission today we are invited to 
assist him as he sets right our relation-
ships with God, with creation and with 
other human beings. 

Fraternity is the foundation 
and pathway to peace
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A letter from the President of the Federation of Asian Bishops’ Conferences                     
addressed to the Bishops and Churches of Asia

An open world – an open heart 
Where the lack of fraternity creates selfish-
ness, hostility and a closed world, the Gos-
pel calls for an open world and open hearts. 
There are no ‘others’, no ‘them,’ there is only 
‘us’. We want, with God and in God, an open 
world, a world without walls, without bor-
ders, without people rejected, without stran-
gers. To achieve an open world, we must 
have open hearts. To achieve universal frater-
nity, our social ethic will be a call to solidar-
ity, encounter, and gratuitousness. Only a bet-
ter kind of politics will create an open world 
with an open heart: politics for the common 
and universal good; politics for and with the 
people; politics that seeks human digits; poli-
tics of women and men who practice political 
love; politics that integrates the economy and 
the social and cultural fabric into a consistent, 
life-giving human project. 

Asian realities are echoed in Fratelli Tutti 
Our Asian realities are echoed in the urgent 
message of Fratelli Tutti. Asia is at the cross-
roads. The path we take will decide the in-
heritance we leave to our next generation. 
Will it be wasted or saved? Will Asia choose 
individual greed or commit to the common 
good? Much depends on how we rebuild so-
ciety after coronavirus. Many governments 
in Asia are attempting to return to tried and 
failed economic and social models, so urgen-
cy is appropriate. 

As Catholics we may be but a minority in 
all countries except the Philippines and Timor 
Leste, but the frank tone of Francis encour-
ages us to speak strongly to all as brothers 
and sisters. The death penalty is still applied 
in eighteen of the countries of the Federation 
of Asian Bishops Conferences. The suffer-
ing of the Rohingya people is a scar on the 
soul of my own country, Myanmar. We feel 
deeply the tensions among peoples and we 
seek opportunities to respond to the ongoing 
conflicts in parts of Asia. Our hearts burn for 
millions who must migrate simply for their 
survival. We weep at the destruction of our 
beautiful rain forests which regenerate our 
sick planet and give life to our indigenous 
peoples. 

The spirit of St Francis of Assisi 
The spirit of St Francis of Assisi is alive in 
Fratelli  Tutti. The saint was contemplative, 
radical in his poverty and his association with 
people who were poor. He was a standing re-
proach to the greed and violence of his own 
society, and he had an influence out of pro-
portion to his social standing. St Francis of 
Assisi is brought alive for our times and for 
our contexts by this encyclical. 

My brother Bishops and sisters and broth-
ers of the Churches of Asia, thank you for 
the witness of your lives. May the call of 
our Holy Father to solidarity, encounter, and 
gratuitousness find an echo in your lives and 
communities. May you take up the insistent 
invitation of Pope Francis for dialogue, re-
spect and generosity towards every human 
being. God is universal love. Our Mother 
Mary will guide us on God’s way, the way of 
universal fraternity. 

With much personal affection and assur-
ance of my prayers, Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Cardinal Charles Maung Bo SDB 
President of the Federation of Asian           
Bishops’ Conferences 
Archbishop of Yangon 
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Christian leaders worldwide urge IMF and World Bank to cancel debts
ROME: More than 140 senior Church 
leaders representing millions of Christians 
around the world have signed a letter urging 
the International Monetary Fund and World 
Bank to cancel debts for developing coun-
tries fighting the coronavirus pandemic.

The letter — signed by cardinals, arch-
bishops and heads of religious congrega-
tions from different Christian denominations 
- was sent ahead of the World Bank and IMF 
annual meetings on October 16-18.

The institutions are expected to discuss 
debt relief for poor nations at the meeting 
as part of planning for the global economic 
recovery.

In the letter, the Church leaders encourage 
the institutions to show “courageous leader-
ship” and argue that debt cancellation “is the 

most immediate way to release the finance 
required to prevent millions of our sisters 
and brothers being needlessly pushed into 
poverty by the pandemic.”

The faith leaders write that each has 
“borne witness to the impact the coronavi-
rus pandemic has had on the most vulnerable 
members of our communities through ill-
ness, death, hunger and loss of livelihoods.”

The letter goes on to acknowledge emer-
gency finance initiatives implemented by the 
Washington-based institutions earlier in the 
pandemic but warns such programmes “are 
insufficient and do not respond to the urgen-
cy and magnitude of the crisis.”

“Without the cancellation of debts, there 
remains a grave risk that developing coun-
tries will not have the money so desperately 

and urgently needed to halt the spread of the 
virus, to treat people suffering from the virus 
and to mitigate and recover from the eco-
nomic and social destruction threatened by 
the virus”, the letter insists.

The senior Christian figures cite a call 
from Pope Francis for debts to be cancelled 
“in recognition of the severe impacts of the 
medical, social and economic crises” faced 
by vulnerable countries as a result of the 
coronavirus.

The Pope reiterated his call for relief ear-
lier this month in an encyclical warning the 
world must work together to rebuild follow-
ing the pandemic.

The Christian leaders’ letter was coordi-
nated by global NGOs, including CAFOD, 
Christian Aid and CIDSE.

Signatories to the letter include:
● Sr Alessandra Smerilli (Coordinator of 
the Economy Taskforce of the Vatican 
Commission for COVID-19);
● Prof Isabel Apawo Phiri (Deputy Gener-
al Secretary, World Council of Churches);
● Bishop Josiah Idowu-Fearon (Secretary 
General of the Anglican Communion);
● Rev Fidon Mwombeki (General Sec-
retary of the All Africa Conference of 
Churches);
● Cardinal Fridolin Ambongo Besungu 
(Archbishop of Kinshasa);
● Cardinal Patrick D’Rozario (Archbishop 
Emeritus of Dhaka); and
● Cardinal Berhaneyesus D Souraphiel 
(Archbishop of Addis Ababa).
 — ICN

In Fratelli Tutti Pope Francis 
addresses a world ‘on the brink’

Gerard O’Connell: Pope Francis appears 
to have packaged all his social thinking 
into this document. 
Cardinal Czerny: Yes and no. Long, long ago 
we used to distinguish between ‘structural analy-
sis’ and ‘conjunctural analysis. Catholic social 
teaching “is based mainly on structural analysis, 
on ‘why things work or don’t work the way they 
do?’”

Thus, we spoke of conjunctural analysis as 
‘naming the moment,’ which complements how 
things usually work or do not work. And today, 
the moment is ‘a moment on the brink.’

GO: One could say the encyclical has 
parallels in the recent history of papal 
teaching when humanity was “on the 
brink” for other reasons. 
CC: We begin with Pope Pius XII’s Christmas 
messages during World War II as he looked to the 
reconstruction of Europe; John XXIII’s Pacem in 
Terris (1963) after the Cuban missile crisis; Paul 
VI’s Populorum Progressio (1967) at the time of 
decoloniSation; and John Paul II’s Centesimus 
Annus (1991) as the Cold War was ending.

“I know that Fratelli Tutti, like all other docu-
ments of the social teaching, will remain forever 
as part of the heritage of depository of the Church, 
but we receive it at this particular moment in his-
tory when people feel we’re ‘on the brink’ and 
can’t go back and, as Pope Francis tells us: ‘Don’t 
even think of trying to go back.’”

GO: What particularly struck you when 
you read the encyclical.
CC: Without hesitation, the first two chapters!
I think if we can grasp the first two chapters then 
the rest works for us. And if we don’t let ourselves 
be grasped by the first two chapters, then the rest 
just remains a re-presentation of the big themes of 
this pontificate.

The first chapter is “a clear-eyed, unvarnished 
‘naming of the moment.’” This is “very striking 
because we’re confused about the moment, and 

our leaders in all spheres are confused and are 
confusing us, some of them deliberately so.”

On the other hand, “the Holy Father is clearly, 
in a certain sense calmly and without much rheto-
ric, telling it like it is. He ‘names the moment well. 
He gave Chapter 1 the title Dark clouds over a 
closed world..” 

“This chapter can’t help but touch you, if you’re 
in touch with yourself, with your feelings, your 
family and your community.”

GO: At a personal level?  
CC: Yes. I was profoundly struck by the second 
chapter, called “A stranger on the road,” in which 
Pope Francis reflects on the parable of the Good 
Samaritan and what it has to say to people today.

“Everybody knows, even people who are very 
far from the Church, that the Good Samaritan is a 
parable of charity, is a parable of how you’re sup-
posed to respond.” We use the word Samaritan 
for institutions, for programmes and for efforts to 
meet the needs of those who are in need of help, 
and so “it’s a response parable.”

In Fratelli Tutti, “the Holy Father re-presents 
the Good Samaritan as a parable of perception, 
saying that in order for the rest of the encyclical, 
the rest of the future to work, we’ve got to per-
ceive things like the Good Samaritan did.”

GO: What do you think the people’s reac-
tion will be?
CC: “The reactions will come, but if we don’t see 
it, we won’t get it. And today we don’t see it! We 
don’t see it [as the Good Samaritan did] because 
the ideologies of various kinds are separating us 
from our brothers and sisters and are painting 
them in all sorts of other colours except as broth-
ers and sisters.”

“We already know that Jesus himself turns 
the question around in the parable. The parable 
starts off because the scribe asks him, ‘Who is 
my neighbour?’ and Jesus ends up saying, “Be 
a neighbour to,’ not identifying somebody as a 
neighbour but ‘be a neighbour to.’”

GO:  What does the Encyclical say?
CC: “You could take a distance from the 
encyclical and say, ‘The Pope is trying to 
get us to recognise that all these people are 
our brothers and sisters.’ But it’s more than 
that. What he’s saying is, ‘You’ve got to be 
a brother and sister to everyone who needs 
us.’ The category isn’t out there; the category 
is here. Our human family and our common 
home needs me to be brother to the people 
who need me and needs you to be sister to 
these people.”

GO: How to read the Encyclical? 
CC: “You could look at the whole encycli-
cal as a dialogue between ‘the perception of 
the mind’ — we see the world in shadows” 
Chapter 1 and the odd-numbered chapters, 
and “the perception of the heart,” Chapter 2 
and the even-numbered chapters.

Pope Francis states: that “The parable elo-
quently presents the basic decision we need 
to make in order to rebuild our wounded 
world. In the face of so much pain and suf-
fering, our only course is to imitate the Good 
Samaritan” (No. 67).

“Ninety-nine out of a one hundred homi-
lies or other presentations that we’ve had of 
the parable make it feel like the decision is a 
decision to help, but the more radical decision 
is the decision to see.”

But, one could say, “our world is well or-
ganised to the degree of charity, but it’s also 
very well organised to blind us to how the 
world is, and the Good Samaritan opens your 
eyes to how the world really is, in a way that 
you can do something about it and that you 
must do something about it because you are 
called to be brother and sister to everyone.”

GO: What do you consider as really 
new in Fratelli Tutti? 
CC: Two things. The first is that “everybody 
will recognise that they have something 
that they really have to contribute in today’s 
wounded world. We’ve always tended to 
think that the big problems had to be resolved 
by the specialists, and, if we’re lucky, they 
would solve them fairly well. But now the 
problems are too big for that; each of us has 
to contribute.”

The second novelty is found in “the reha-
bilitation of politics,” especially Chapter 5 
of the encyclical that bears the title “A better 
kind of politics.”

What the Pope says here is an “extraordi-
narily well-focused, well-intentioned, you 
might say well-targeted, response to the 
needs of the world.”

Indeed, “there are very few problems that 
we have as a human family that cannot be 
linked to the lack of good governance or bad 
governance or lack of governance. Our in-
ability to manage our problems, much less 
stop creating them, is what is doing us in.

“So, if you say give me a practical answer 
to our needs from Fratelli Tutti, it is obvi-
ously good politics.”

I don’t think that anybody can read that 
Chapter 5 or even talk about it without think-
ing of their own country, their own region, 
their own province or their own city or what-
ever and say thank God that’s not true of us.”

Finally, I recommend that people read 
Fratelli Tutti at a slow pace, not all in one sit-
ting; he suggested that it would be even more 
enriching to read one or other chapter with 
other people and discuss it. — By Gerard 
O’Connell, America

In Fratelli Tutti, Pope Francis addresses a humanity “on the brink” and 
indicates a way forward to a better future for all by treating each other 

as brothers and sisters of the one human family, Cardinal Michael Czerny, 
S.J (pic)., told Gerard O’Connell of America after the publication of the 
encyclical on Oct 4, the feast of St Francis of Assisi.

As the coronavirus pandemic spreads across 213 countries and territo-
ries, people are suffering from “a health collapse and an economic collapse, 
at the same moment as the Paris Climate Agreement I.O.U.s are coming in 
and there is a migrant situation that is dire.” “We’re on the brink!” He also 
pointed to many “pointless wars” that lack any justification, the Cardinal said.

He agrees with various commentators, who have said that while Laudato Si’ taught us 
that everything is connected; “Fratelli Tutti teaches us that everyone is connected.” This 
means that Pope Francis “is not talking about something else; he’s talking about the same 
subject but at a deeper level,” Cardinal Czerny said.

A worker for the humanitarian group Consornoc registers Venezuelan migrants arriving in 
late September in Pamplona, Colombia. Consornoc hands out backpacks with food that are 
supplied by Caritas France. (CNS photo/Manuel Rueda)



On October 4, the feast 
of St Francis of Assisi, 
Pope Francis released a 

new encyclical entitled, Fratelli 
Tutti – On Fraternity and Social 
Friendship. It can appear a rather 
depressing read because of its 
searing realism, except it plays the 
long game of Christian hope.

Fratelli Tutti lays out the rea-
sons why there’s so much injus-
tice, inequality, and community 
breakdown in our world and how 
in faith and love these might be 
addressed. The intent here is not to 
give a synopsis of the encyclical, 
other than to say it’s courageous 
and speaks truth to power. Rather 
the intent is to highlight a number 
of special challenges within the 
encyclical. 

First, it challenges us to see the 
poor and to see what our present 
political, economic, and social 
systems are doing to them. Look-
ing at our world, the encyclical 
submits that in many ways it is a 
broken world and it names some 
reasons for this: the globalisation 
of self-interest, the globalisation 
of superficiality, and the abuse of 
social media, among other things. 
This has made for the survival 
of the fittest. And while the situ-

ation is broken for everyone, the 
poor are ending up suffering the 
most. The rich are getting richer, 
the powerful are getting more 
powerful, and the poor are grow-
ing poorer and losing what little 
power they had. There’s an ever-
increasing inequality of wealth 
and power between the rich and 
the poor and our world is become 
ever more calloused vis-à-vis the 
situation of the poor. Inequality 
is now accepted as normal and as 
moral and indeed is often justified 
in the name of God and religion. 
The poor are becoming dispos-
able: “Some parts of our human 
family, it appears, can be readily 
sacrificed for the sake of others. 
Wealth has increased, but together 
with inequality.” In speaking of 
inequality, the encyclical twice 
highlights that this inequality is 
true of women worldwide: It is un-
acceptable that some have fewer 
rights by virtue of being women.”

The encyclical employs the par-
able of the Good Samaritan as its 
ground metaphor. It compares us 
today, individually and collec-
tively, to the priest and the scribe 
in that parable who for religious, 
social, and political reasons walk 
past the one who is poor, beaten, 

bleeding and in need of help. Our 
indifference and our religious fail-
ure, like that of the priest and the 
scribe in the parable, are rooted 
both in a personal moral blind-
ness as well as in the social and 
religious ethos of our society that 
helps spawn that blindness.

The encyclical goes on to warn 
that in the face of globalisation we 
must resist becoming nationalistic 
and tribal, taking care of our own 
and demonising what’s foreign. It 
goes on to say that in a time of bit-
terness, hatred, and animosity, we 
must be tender and gracious, al-
ways speaking out of love and not 
out of hatred: “Kindness ought to 

be cultivated; it is no superficial 
bourgeois virtue.” 

The encyclical acknowledges 
how difficult and counter-cultural 
it is today to sacrifice our own 
agenda, comfort, and freedom for 
community, but invites us to make 
that sacrifice: “I would like espe-
cially to mention solidarity which 
is a moral virtue and social atti-
tude born of personal conversion.”

At one point, the encyclical 
gives a very explicit (and far-
reaching) challenge. It states un-
equivocally (with full ecclesial 
weight) that Christians must op-
pose and reject capital punish-
ment and take a stand against war: 
“Saint John Paul II stated clearly 
and firmly that the death pen-
alty is inadequate from a moral 
standpoint and no longer neces-
sary from that of penal justice. 
There can be no stepping back 
from this position. Today we state 
clearly that ‘the death penalty is 
inadmissible’ and the Church is 
firmly committed to calling for its 
abolition worldwide. All Chris-
tians and people of good will are 
today called to work not only for 
the abolition of the death penalty, 
legal or illegal, in all its forms, but 
also to work for the improvement 

of prison conditions.”
As for war: “We can no longer 

think of war as a solution, because 
its risks will probably always be 
greater than its supposed benefits. 
In view of this, it is very difficult 
nowadays to invoke the rational 
criteria elaborated in earlier cen-
turies to speak of the possibility of 
a ‘just war’.

The encyclical has drawn strong 
criticism from some women’s 
groups who label it “sexist”, 
though this criticism is based al-
most exclusively on the encyc-
lical’s title and on the fact that 
it never makes reference to any 
women authors. There’s some 
fairness, I submit, in the criticism 
regarding the choice of title. The 
title, while beautiful in an old 
classical language, is in the end 
masculine. That should be forgiv-
able; except I lived long enough 
in Rome to know that its frequent 
insensitivity to inclusive language 
is not an inculpable oversight.  But 
the lapse here is a mosquito bite, 
a small thing, which shouldn’t 
detract from a big thing, namely, 
a very prophetic encyclical which 
has justice and the poor at its heart.

— By Fr Ron Rolheiser, all 
rights reserved  

 Fr Ron Rolheiser

Pope Francis’ new encyclical
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KELANIYA, Sri Lanka: Fr Aloy-
sius Peiris is the founding director 
of the Tulana Research Centre for 
Encounter and Dialogue. The Jesuit 
priest teaches laypeople and clergy 
students the value of Buddhist-
Christian dialogue.

Tulana is a combination of a 
mini-university, a centre for inter-
religious dialogue (mainly Bud-
dhist-Christian), a centre for social 
animation, a place for various cul-
tural expressions and exchanges, 
and a seat for theological renewal.

Tulana art gallery displays ex-
pressions of Buddhist understand-
ing of Christianity in various forms 
of art created by Sri Lankans.

Aruna Shantha Nonis, editor of 
the news site Sachchan and con-
vener of Born To Win Relation-
ships, has visited Tulana several 
times. “It is like an art gallery rich 
in sculptures, wall paintings of 
Buddhist culture, statues, music, 
books and movies,” he says.

Nonis is impressed that a Bud-
dhist monk has depicted Jesus 
washing the feet of his disciples in 
a sculpture.

Ven Hatigammana Uttarananda 
Thera, sculptor, painter and poet, 
has contributed many of his works 
to the Tulana art gallery that houses 
an important collection of Buddhist 
art interpreting Christianity.

The monk created Our Lady of 
Refugees during a violent period of 
the civil war in 1989. A Sandakada 
Pahana (Moon-stone) meets you at 
the entrance to the gallery

Nonis said these unusual art 
forms express the faith and dia-
logue of Christians and Buddhists.

“Fr Pieris is a very simple priest 

who smiles innocently but hon-
estly. There is a smile on his face 
every moment,” he said.

Fr Pieris was born on April 9, 
1934. He joined the Jesuits on Dec 
23, 1953 and became a priest on 
July 4, 1965.

The 86-year-old priest hails from 
Kandy, 120 kilometres inland from 
Colombo, but he established Tu-
lana in Kelaniya, Colombo. He is 
a theologian, researcher and erudite 
scholar who earned the first doctor-
ate in Buddhist studies ever award-
ed to a non-Buddhist (and a Catho-
lic priest) by the University of Sri 
Lanka. He has three theological 
degrees and also holds a first-class 
honours degree in Pali and Sanskrit 
from the University of London.

Fr Pieris has been a professor at 
about 20 reputed universities in-
cluding Cambridge, London, and 
Oxford. He has authored 20 books 
and has published about 300 re-
search papers in local and interna-
tional journals.

Tilburg University in the Neth-
erlands awarded him another doc-
torate in Asian theology of libera-
tion. During the 1980s, he became 
a very important resource to the 
Asian Bishops’ Conference.

Fr Pieris and Sr Greta Nalawatta 
founded the Centre of Education 
of Hearing Impaired Children in 
1982. He is patron and a member 
of the board of trustees.

Precious resource
A senior Catholic priest who taught 
as a lecturer at Sri Lanka’s major 
seminary said Fr Pieris is the local 
Catholic Church’s most precious 
resource.

The priest said Fr Pieris’ services 
to interfaith reconciliation were im-
mense and he was the teacher of 
many Catholic priests as well as 
many Buddhist monks.

Over the years Tulana has devel-
oped as a mini-university where 
scholars from Sri Lanka and abroad 
come for research, consultation and 
thesis supervision. It is a place for 
seminars, workshops and study 
courses.

“The doors to his interreligious 
effort must be opened in the semi-
naries, church-run schools, Sunday 
schools as well as in the lay theolo-
gates,” said the priest, who prefers 
to remain anonymous.

“The best way to accomplish this 
valuable endeavour is to treat the 
priest as a consultant to the councils 
of seminaries, universities, church-
run higher education institutions, 
religious congregations and the 
bishops’ conference. 

A university professor and vet-
eran writer who is author of sev-

eral books said that he cannot write 
about Fr Pieris in a short form be-
cause there is so much to write and 
to learn from the priest.

A rare combination
Oblate Priest Fr Rohan Silva, di-
rector of the Centre for Society and 
Religion, said Fr Pieris is a mosaic 
who combines a rare combination 
of intellectual disciplines, culture 
and art, discourse and humour.

“His contributions to the de-
velopment of liberation theology 
and interreligious dialogue in Asia 
have been the subjects of several 
doctoral dissertations at renowned 
universities across the globe,” said 
Fr Silva, former provincial superior 
of the Missionary Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate.

“According to Fr Aloy [Pieris], 
what characterises Asia is not only 
the involuntary poverty of the Asian 
masses but also the multifaceted re-
ligiosity. Both these characteristics 
of Asia are linked closely with each 
other; they are inseparable realities 
which in their interpretation consti-
tute what might be designated as 
the Asian context and which is the 
matrix of any theology that is truly 
Asian.

“Fr Aloy strongly expounded 
that Christian-Buddhist dialogue is 
said to be genuine only when it tru-
ly springs from the core of Chris-
tianity and the core of Buddhism. 
Nothing short of a core-to-core dia-
logue merits to be called dialogue.

“Fr Aloy teaches that the lib-
eration that the religions speak of 
is both here and beyond, and it is 
something that is irreconcilable 
with mammon or accumulation 

of wealth. That it is a principle re-
vealed in all religions, biblical and 
non-biblical.

“Fr Aloy concludes that Christ, 
who is the irrevocable covenant 
of God with the oppressed of the 
earth, is the possible Christ of in-
terreligious dialogue. He does not 
claim superiority over other reli-
gions but identifies himself with 
the masses of the oppressed and 
persecuted, leading to dialogue at 
all levels.”

“I really wanted to work with 
children before my priesthood but 
I was sent to study theology. Then 
I dedicated my life to learning and 
teaching. It shows how Buddhism 
and Christianity can act as a source 
of hope to people who suffer from 
socioeconomic injustice, religious-
political conflicts and environmen-
tal crises” said Fr Pieris.

Sanilka Ruwan Perera, a univer-
sity student who has been guided 
for his higher studies by Father 
Pieris, goes to the Tulana retreat 
house once every year with a group 
of students for retreats.

“We listen to Fr Pieris for hours 
and days and that’s how we have 
changed our lives. He is a man with 
a wealth of knowledge and faith in 
God,” said Perera, a Sunday school 
teacher from Negombo.

Nonis said that listening to Father 
Pieris several times made turning 
points in his faith journey. Fr Pieris 
suggested the name “Sachchan” for 
Nonis’ news site. It is the Pali word 
for “truth.”

“Revolution begins with people 
who see and think differently and 
search for the truth,” said Nonis. — 
ucanews.com

Jesuit teacher initiates Buddhist-Christian dialogue in Sri Lanka

Fr Aloysius Pieris SJ
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Why did Indian police arrest 
Jesuit over terror conspiracy?

KOLKATA: Protests continue in 
several parts of India after Jesuit Fr 
Stan Swamy, an 84-year social activ-
ist in Jharkhand state, was arrested 
on Oct 8 on charges of having links 
with a Maoist terror group.

In a video posted hours before his 
arrest, Fr Swamy said that the federal 
agency combating terror activities 
— the National Investigation Agen-
cy (NIA) — had interrogated him for 
15 hours during a span of five days.

“Now they want me to go to 
Mumbai, which I have said that I 
won’t go,” he said in the video, citing 
his advanced age and the pandemic 
as reasons for his preference to have 
further questioning through video 
conferencing.

However, he was arrested and 
taken to Mumbai, the capital of Ma-
harashtra state. A special NIA court 
in that city remanded him to judicial 
custody for 14 days on Oct 9.

His case is linked to the Bhima-
Koregaon area in Maharashtra state, 
where a violent clash occurred on 
Jan. 1, 2018, in which one person 
was killed and several others injured. 
Following investigations, police al-
leged some nine activists, including 
Fr Swamy, conspired to organise 
the violence and have links with the 
banned Maoists group.

“I have never been to Bhima-Ko-

regaon for which I am being made 
an accused,” Fr Swamy said in the 
video.

“... what is happening to me is not 
something unique happening to me 
alone; it is a broader process taking 
place all over the country. We all are 
aware of how prominent intellectu-
als, lawyers, writers, poets, activists, 
student leaders are put in jail because 
they have expressed their dissent 
or raised questions about the ruling 
powers of India.”

He said he was part of the process 
and not a “silent spectator” and was 
“ready to pay the price whatever it 
be.”

The NIA claims investigations 
established that the priest was ac-
tively involved in the activities of 
the Maoist group. It says he was in 
touch with the alleged conspirators 
of the violence — Sudhir Dhawale, 
Rona Wilson, Surendra Gadling, 
Arun Ferreira, Vernon Gonsalves, 
Hany Babu, Shoma Sen, Mahesh 
Raut, Varavara Rao, Sudha Bharad-
waj, Gautam Navlakha and Anand 
Teltumbde.

Fr Swamy has often raised his 
voice against alleged police excesses 
in Jharkhand and what he describes 
as the government’s failure to prop-
erly implement the fifth schedule of 
the constitution in the eastern state.

The fifth schedule stipulates that a 
Tribes Advisory Council composed 
solely of members from the tribal 
community advise governors of 
tribal-inhabited states on their well-
being and development.

Fr Swamy has claimed that none 
of the governors — the discretionary 
heads of these councils — has ever 
reached out to tribal people to under-
stand and work on their problems.

He has also taken exception to 
how the Panchayats (Extension to 
Scheduled Areas) Act (PESA), 1996, 
has been “neatly ignored” and “de-
liberately … left unimplemented in 
all the nine states” with a tribal popu-
lation.

The law, according to him, was 

the first to recognize the fact that the 
tribal communities in India have had 
a rich social and cultural tradition of 
self-governance through the village 
forums called gram sabha.

In 2017, he mobilised tribal people 
to fight for the rights granted to them 
under PESA, leading to the Pathal-
gadi movement, which claimed au-
tonomy for tribal-dominated areas.

Fr Swamy and many others were 
booked for alleged sedition under 
the state’s erstwhile government run 
by the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). 
But the cases have been revoked un-
der the current secular dispensation 
that came to power after defeating 
the BJP.

The Jesuit priest has also been 
a vocal advocate for the release of 
undertrials. He says they have been 
unfairly lodged in jails and labelled 
Maoists.

In 2010, he published a book about 
this, titled Jail Mein Band Qaidiyon 
ka Sach (The truth of undertrials).

In the book, he states that the fami-
ly income of 97 percent of the youths 
arrested was less than 5,000 rupees 
(some US$60) and they could not af-
ford lawyers to represent them.

He claimed that 98 percent of 
those arrested were falsely impli-
cated and had no links to the Naxal 
movement.

Fr Swamy has also sought to rep-
resent those who are yet to get rights 
to land under the Forest Rights Act 
(FRA), 2006, which seeks to recog-
nise forest-dwelling communities’ 
claim to land they have inhabited for 
generations.

He wrote in 2018 that between 
2006 and 2011, about three million 
applications for title deeds were 
made under the FRA all over the 
country, of which 1.1 million were 
approved and 1.4 million rejected, 
while 500,000 remain pending.

In a September 2018 interview 
with Caravan magazine, he alleged 
that those who raised questions were 
being termed anti-national.

“If you take up these issues, these 
are the things you have to face. The 
mahaul (current environment) in 
Jharkhand, adjoining states and the 
country is that you are anti-develop-
ment if you raise questions and find 
facts. If you are anti-development, 
you are anti-government. If you 
are anti-government, you are anti-
national. That is the logic being fol-
lowed here,” he said.

Fr Swamy has appealed to Indian 
people to fight a worrying trend that 
undermines the nation’s fundamen-
tal principles of socialism, secular-
ism and democracy. — By Fr Dr 
John Felix Raj SJ, ucanews.com

Fr Stan Swamy SJ

People who work with Fr Lancellotti say ‘discouraged’ 
is not in his vocabulary
SAO PAULO, Brazil: Fr Julio Lan-
cellotti was caught by surprise Oct 
10 when Pope Francis personally 
called him asking about his work 
with the homeless.

“I picked up the phone and a 
voice on the other side of the line 
asked, ‘Parla Italiano? Hablas Es-
panol? Qui e Papa Francesco,” 
said the 71-year-old priest.

Fr Lancellotti, who has led home-
less services for the Archdiocese of 
Sao Paulo for more than 30 years, 
said he was taken aback by the call.

“I sent a letter to the Pope a while 
back with photos about the (home-
less) situation here in Sao Paulo, but 
I never expected to get an answer. 
He (Pope Francis) must get thou-
sands of letters per month,’ he said.

Fr Lancellotti said the Pope said 
he had seen the photos and told 
him he knew of the difficulties the 
homeless were facing.

“The Pope wanted me to trans-
mit to those living in the streets his 
love and told me to tell them that he 
prays for them every day. He bless-
ed them and asked us all to pray for 
him,” said Fr Lancellotti.

“He also asked me to describe my 
day,” chuckled the priest.

“At the end he told me not to be 
discouraged and ‘Live as Jesus did, 
always being close to the poor,’” 
said Fr Lancellotti.

People who work with Fr Lancel-
lotti say “discouraged” is not in his 
vocabulary.

“I’ve seldom seen him discour-
aged,” said Auxiliary Bishop Luiz 
Carlos Dias of Sao Paulo. “He is 
out on the streets working with the 
homeless every day. He has em-
braced the (homeless) cause and 
dedicated his entire life to it.”

Bishop Dias said the priest is 
known throughout Brazil.

“Those with nowhere to go seek 
out Fr Julio, because they know he 
will be there for them,” he said.

The bishop said Fr Lancelloti’s 
commitment to the homeless and 
drug addicts has made him a few 
enemies. “There is a minority who 
is bothered by the work he does,” 
noted Bishop Dias.

Last year, news of threats against 
the priest’s life made it all the way 
to the Organisation of American 
States, which urged the Brazilian 
government to provide protection 
for the priest. Fr Lancellotti, how-
ever, said he does not need official 
protection.

“They (homeless) are always 
watching out for me, asking me if I 
need help. I feel protected by them,” 
said Fr Lancellotti.

In September of this year, Fr Lan-
cellotti received threats from a man 
riding a motorcycle. “He yelled ob-
scenities as he was driving toward 
me, but the homeless put their carts 
in his way and he left,” he said.

“It is necessary to help the poor, 
to accompany them, instead of of-
fending, insulting or threatening 

those who take care of the poor,” 
Sao Paulo Cardinal Odilo Scherer 
said days after the incident.

After almost seven months of 
pandemic, the situation for the 
homeless has almost returned to 
“normal,” said Fr Lancellotti. But 
this was not always the case. At the 
start of the pandemic, there was a lot 
of fear, he said.

“We thought that the virus would 
decimate those living on the streets. 
We didn’t know what to expect,” he 
said.

The first few weeks were the most 
difficult in terms of obtaining masks 
and hygiene products to distribute 
to the homeless, the priest said, add-
ing, “It was very hard, but we de-
cided from the very beginning that 
we would not abandon them.”

The other problem was the plea 
by authorities to stay home.

“Where is the home of those who 
sleep on the sidewalk?” asked Fr 
Lancellotti.

He said that the past few months 
have been full of hard work but also 
of great solidarity.

He remembers one particular 
day, after spending an hour and a 
half handing out food, he had just 
sat down to drink a cup of tea when 
someone called and said there was 
a man who wanted to speak to him.

“I went toward what looked like 
to me a very simple fellow, maybe 
one of the homeless, although I 
didn't recognise him,” he said, paus-

ing a bit.
The man then handed him a $540 

check, more than 2.5 times Brazil’s 
minimum monthly wage, and said, 
“I want you to have this.”

“I told him I couldn’t take it, but 
he insisted,” he noted, adding, “Like 
him, many people have shown great 
solidarity, giving what they could to 
help.”

Fr Lancellotti said the pandemic 
has also given him other abilities.

“Because of the masks, I learned 
to read the emotions in people’s 

eyes. I can see when they are sad, 
tired, happy ... just by looking into 
their eyes,” he said.

Pope Francis mentioned the 
phone call to the Brazilian priest at 
his Oct 11 Angelus when explain-
ing the day’s Gospel reading about 
God inviting all to his banquet, rich 
and poor. “This is what our Mother 
church is about; this is the mes-
senger of God who goes out to the 
crossroads” to invite people to the 
Lord’s banquet,” said the Pope. — 
By Lise Alves, CNS

Fr Julio Lancellotti is pictured in a file photo blessing a homeless man in Sao 
Paulo. (CNS photo/Luciney Martins, courtesy O Sao Paulo)
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VATICAN: “The economy of the Holy See 
must be a house of glass.”

With these words, the prefect of the Secre-
tariat for the Economy of the Holy See, Jesuit 
Fr Juan Antonio Guerrero Alves, wants to as-
sure the world that the Vatican is taking de-
termined steps towards financial transparency.

This is more necessary than ever since the 
financial scandals involving the upper ech-
elons of the Catholic Church seem to be with-
out end. The latest evidence was last week 
when Pope Francis surprised almost everyone 
when he demanded the resignation of Cardi-
nal Angelo Becciu, head of the Congregation 
for the Causes of Saints.

In an effort to combat the Holy See’s nega-
tive image of financial opacity, the Secretariat 
for the Economy on October 1 published a 
12-page balance sheet for the fiscal year 2019.

In addition, Vatican Media published an 
interview with Fr Guerrero, which was con-
ducted by Andrea Tornielli, editorial director 
of the communications office.

The “2019 Consolidated Financial State-
ment”, as it is called, does not go into great de-
tail, but it gives a relatively broad overview of 
the resources and expenditures for the Catho-
lic Church’s central offices and bureaucracy.

A deficit of 11 million euros
The statement reports that the Holy See was 
able to take in 307 million euros last year.

More than half of that – 164 million – came 
from financial and real estate income, which 
was generated by assets of some 1.4 billion 
euros.

Commercial services (mainly visits to the 
catacombs and sales by the Vatican Publish-
ing House and the Dicastery for Communica-
tion) account for another third of the revenues.

The rest was generated from other services 

(4 per cent), contributions from other Vatican 
entities (14 per cent) and donations from the 
faithful and dioceses. Intake from this last sec-
tor represented “only” 18 per cent of the Holy 
See’s income in 2019.

But the 307 million euros of income could 
not offset the Holy See’s some 318 million eu-
ros in expenditures last year, leaving a short-
fall of 11 million euros.

These Holy See’s expenses fall into three 
broad categories: services and administration 
(14 per cent), assets management (21 per cent) 
and a final category defined as “apostolic mis-
sion” (65 per cent or 207 million euros).

With this consolidated financial statement, 
the Holy See wants to show that nearly two-
thirds of its expenses are related to the very 
reason for its existence.

The high cost of communications
The statement goes further and specifies what 
is concretely behind the expression “apostolic 
mission”.

The 207 million euros are broken down in 
two categories: one by entity and the other by 
concept.

The first lists the Dicastery for Communica-
tion as the biggest spender (46 million euros), 
followed closely by the Apostolic Nuncia-
tures spread throughout the world (43 million 
euros).

Next come the Congregation for the Evan-
gelisation of Peoples (22 million), the Con-
gregation for the Oriental Churches (16 mil-
lion) and the Vatican Library (10 million).

All the other dicasteries and entities of the 
Holy See each spent 7 million euros or less, 
which corresponds to under three per cent of 
the expenses for the “apostolic mission”.

Expenditures according to concept are very 
much in line with these large balances. Thus, 

“message diffusion” corresponds to the com-
munications dicastery’s expenses and is top of 
the list.

But this breakdown also shows that the 
Holy See allocates 16 per cent of its expenses 
to “support local Churches in difficulty and 
specific contexts of evangelisation”.

Similarly, seven per cent is spent on some-
thing called “organisation ecclesial life”, 
while 12 per cent of the 207 million is spent 
on “donations and contributions”.

Only the Holy See, not the Vatican
The 11 million euro deficit for 2019 is still sig-
nificantly less than the more than 75 million 
euros shortfall in 2018.

But as Fr Guerrero pointed out in his in-
terview with Tornielli, these sums have been 
positively and negatively impacted by excep-
tional operations.

He said otherwise the 2019 deficit would 
amount to 22 million euros.

The economy prefect emphasized that this 
is the balance sheet for the Holy See and not 
for the Vatican as a whole. A larger balance 
sheet would include the Vatican City State, 
the employees’ pension fund and the so-called 
Vatican Bank (Institute for the Works of Reli-
gion-IOR).

The Jesuit said that if everything were con-
solidated the overall patrimony would amount 
to 4 billion euros and there would be no defi-
cit.

In other words, the capital of the Roman 
Curia represents “only” 35 per cent of that of 
the Vatican in the broadest sense.

Fr Guerrero said this is a relatively mod-
erate figure. He insisted that the Holy See is 
“not a large economic entity”, pointing out 
that “many American universities have much 
more income than the Roman Curia indi-
cates in this balance sheet”. — By Xavier Le                                                                          
Normand, LCI (https://international.la-
croix.com/)

The Vatican’s unprecedented 
attempt at financial transparency

In 2019, the Holy See benefited from resources amounting to 307 million euros. (photo/PRESS 
PHOTO IOR /EPA/MAXPPP)

JAKARTA: When Fr Damianus Fadjar Tedjo 
Sukarno visited the Osing tribe in the villages 
of Banyuwangi district in East Java 20 years 
ago, he saw the people there had low self-
esteem and did not want to meet outsiders.

The priest was assigned there in 2000 by 
the late Carmelite Bishop Herman Joseph Sa-
hadat Pandoyoputro of Malang to head Our 
Lady of Peace Queen Parish in Banyuwangi.

The word Osing means “no” in the local 
dialect because its people rejected the influ-
ence of the outside world. They were only 
brave to speak among themselves, not with 
outsiders.

Fr Fadjar, 50, from Malang, slowly tried to 
meet and speak with them because Osing vil-
lages were under his parish. He soon discov-
ered the richness of their culture, but it was 
only an inside story.

It took some time for the Javanese priest to 
get into their philosophy and gradually open 
them to the outside world. Now the people 
have the confidence to communicate with 
people of other cultures, even to perform 
their culture to the public.

Astonishingly, the priest was appointed 
head of the tribe. As a tribal leader, he wears 
traditional Osing black clothes and a hat, sig-
nifying humility before God.

“As a priest, my ministry not only includes 
Catholics but all people, including the Osing 
tribe,” said Fr Fadjar, who was ordained a 
priest in 1999.

Osing are one of 1,340 tribes in Indonesia. 
The tribe has more than 12,000 members, a 

tiny proportion of Banyuwangi district’s 1.7 
million population.

The ethnogenesis of the Osing tribe dates 
back to the collapse of the Majapahit empire 
in 1474, and they claimed to be remnants of 
the Blambangan kingdom.

According to the priest, although Osing 
people are Muslims, they also practise Hin-
duism, Buddhism and animism of ancient 
Java, such as Ider Bumi (Going Around the 
World), Tumpeng Sewu (Thousand Tumpeng) 
and Mape Kasur (Dry Mattress).

The Ider Bumi ritual is held two days after 
Aidilfitri and includes a carnival to cleanse 
their villages of illness or disaster.

The Mape Kasur is a tradition to cast out 
demonic threats, held one week before Aidi-
ladha, in which all villages dry mattresses to 
save their villages and maintain harmony in 
the family.

Tumpeng Sewu displays Osing traditional 
food as a thanksgiving for their harvest. They 
invite ancestors to eat together. The house’s 
walls are opened so that ancestral spirits can 
enter.

The priest said he cares about all these 
traditions and as the tribe’s leader he wants 
them preserved and exposed to the public. He 
is cooperating with local governments to es-
tablish the area as a tourist destination.

Indonesian priest heads reclusive tribe on mission of discovery

Father Damianus Fadjar Tedjo Sukarno (centre) leads a prayer before he and Osing people stage a 
ritual in Banyuwangi, East Java, last year. (Photo supplied)

Spirit of Vatican II
For Fr Fadjar, his attention to the Osing 
tribe is in line with Gaudium et Spes (Joy 
and Hope), the pastoral constitution on 
the Church in the modern world of the 
Second Vatican Council.

“In our times a special obligation binds 
us to make ourselves the neighbour of 
every person without exception and of ac-
tively helping him when he comes across 
our path,” he said, quoting the document.

He was also inspired by Nostra Aetate 
(In Our Time), a declaration on the rela-
tion of the Church with non-Christian 
religions of the Second Vatican Council.

“In our time, when day by day man-
kind is being drawn closer together, and 
the ties between different peoples are be-
coming stronger, the Church examines 
more closely her relationship to non-
Christian religions,” he said, quoting the 
document.

Both documents encouraged him to 
join other religions, including Osing peo-
ple, and his service was supported by the 
Indonesian Bishops’ Conference.

Although he has served them for years, 
he has never converted them to Catholi-
cism, though 36 Osing people chose to 
become Catholic.

“I don’t want to convert them to Ca-
tholicism. We must respect their faith. 
We study their cultural values as a 
means of inculturation,” he said. — By                              
Konradus Epa, ucanews.com
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The Pharisees in today's Gospel 
reading were trying to trick 
Jesus and make Him say some-
thing wrong. They asked Him 
whether they should pay taxes 
to the pagan emperor. If  He 
said no then He would be speak-
ing against the emperor, If He 
said yes then it would seen like 

He was saying  that it was good 
for the Jews to be ruled by the 
pagan Romans. But Jesus knew 
what the Pharisees were trying 
to do. He told them to show Him 
a coin and asked them whose 
picture was on it. They said it 
was was Caesar's (the Roman 
emperor's) so Jesus told them, 

"Then repay to Caesar what is 
Caesar's and to God what is 
God's" He was telling them that 
they should obey rulers of the 
land, but also that they should 
obey God. We have two kinds of 
laws: God's law and the law of 
our governments. Both are for 
us but God's laws are more 

important. We should obey the 
government's laws but we must 
always obey God's laws. Can you 
think of some laws that the gov-
ernment makes that are for our 
good?

Aunty Eliz

Answer: 8:Lord, 5:song, 6:sing, 9.lands, 7.glory 2. nations 3.peoples 4.deeds 

In today’s 
Gospel readings, 
some men asked 
Jesus if it was 
right to pay tax. 
What did Jesus 
ask them to 
show Him?
Connect the dots 
to find out!

Figure out the answers to the math 
questions and us the answers to find 
the right words to fill in the blanks 

in todays’s Psalm.

Be joyful in hope, 
patient in affliction, 
faithful in prayer.
(Romans12:12) 

Let's Colour 

2 nations

3 peoples

4 deeds

5 song

6 sing

7 glory

8 Lord

9 lands
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VATICAN: Pope Francis 
said Sunday, Oct 11 that the 
life of Blessed Carlo Acutis 

provides a witness for young people 
that true happiness is found when 
one puts God first.

“Yesterday in Assisi, Carlo Acutis, a fif-
teen-year-old boy in love with the Eucharist, 
was beatified. He did not settle into comfort-
able inaction, but grasped the needs of his 
time because in the weakest he saw the face 
of Christ,” Pope Francis said in his Angelus 
address Oct 11.

“His witness shows today’s young people 
that true happiness is found by putting God 
first and serving Him in our brothers, espe-
cially the least. Let’s have a round of applause 
for the new young Blessed,” the Pope told the 
pilgrims gathered in St Peter’s Square.

Blessed Carlo Acutis, a Catholic teen with 
an aptitude for computer programming and a 
great devotion to the Real Presence of Jesus 
in the Eucharist, became the first millennial to 
be declared ‘Blessed’ on Oct. 10.

At the age of 15, Acutis was diagnosed with 
leukaemia in 2006. He offered his sufferings 

for Pope Benedict XVI and for the Church, 
saying “I offer all the suffering I will have 
to suffer for the Lord, for the Pope, and the 
Church.”

Pope Francis first presented Acutis as an 
example for young people in post-synodal ap-
ostolic exhortation on young people, Christus 
Vivit. The Pope wrote that Acutis provided a 
model of how young people can use the inter-
net and technology to spread the Gospel.

“It is true that the digital world can expose 
you to the risk of self-absorption, isolation 
and empty pleasure. But don’t forget that 
there are young people even there who show 
creativity and even genius. 
That was the case with 
Venerable Carlo Acutis,” 
the Pope wrote in 2018.

“Carlo was well aware 
that the whole apparatus 
of communications, ad-
vertising and social net-
working can be used to 
lull us, to make us addict-
ed to consumerism and 
buying the latest thing on 
the market, obsessed with 
our free time, caught up 
in negativity. Yet he knew 
how to use the new com-
munications technology to 
transmit the Gospel, to communicate values 
and beauty.”

In his Angelus message, Pope Francis said 
that the Church today is called to reach the 
geographical and existential peripheries of 
humanity where people can find themselves 

on the margins without hope.
The Pope urged people “not to rest in com-

fortable and routine modes of evangelisation 
and witness of charity, but to open the doors 

of our hearts and our com-
munities to all because the 
Gospel is not reserved for 
a select few.”

“Even those on the mar-
gins, even those who are 
rejected and despised by 
society, are considered by 
God worthy of His love,” 
he added.

The Lord “prepares his 
banquet for everyone: 
just and sinful, good and 
bad, intelligent and un-
educated,” the Pope said, 
referencing chapter 22 in 

the Gospel of Matthew.
“The habit of mercy, which God offers us 

ceaselessly, is a free gift of his love … And it 
requires to be received with amazement and 
joy,” Francis said. — By Courtney Mares, 
CNA

● See also pg 8

Blessed Carlo Acutis 
is a model for young 

people to put God first

Vietnam youths inspired by beatified teenager

Blessed Carlo Acutis

HO CHI MINH CITY: Vietnamese youths 
in a southern archdiocese have been urged 
to follow the newly beatified Carlo Acutis 
by establishing close links with God and 
other people on social media.

Some 500 young people at-
tended a special meeting 
themed “Access the inter-
net with Carlo” on Oct 
10 at Tan Phuoc Church 
in Ho Chi Minh City. 
The event was held by 
Ho Chi Minh City Arch-
diocese’s Ministry Com-
mittee for Youths.

Archbishop Joseph Nguyen 
Nang told them that Carlo Acutis 
(1991-2006), a man of their generation, 
was a programmer who used social media 
to unite many people and spread Christian 

values. Carlo was beatified in Assisi, Italy, 
on Oct 10.

Archbishop Nang said God is the first 
programmer who has a plan for human be-

ings, inviting them to pursue eter-
nal happiness. Carlo respond-

ed to his call and adored the 
Eucharist so much that he 
called it his highway to 
heaven.

He said Blessed Carlo 
showed that all people 
could become holy even 

in a society full of temp-
tations to sins.
“We should access the in-

ternet and do what the blessed 
teen did so that we can become holy,” 
Archbishop Nang told the congregation.

He said they should go on the internet 

and develop links with God, who is their 
light and life, and establish links with other 
people.

The prelate said many young people 
have qualifications and achievements in 
their careers but they are confined to lone-
liness and depression because they have no 
links with other people.

He urged them to look after those who 
live in poverty and suffer from distress.

“The more we give, the happier we are. 
Happiness is to open our hearts to others 
and sacrifice ourselves for others,” he said.

“We should communicate hope, truth 
and mutual trust with other people on so-
cial media as a way to become holy.”

Many people use social media to spread 
disinformation, bad news, lies and suspi-
cion, slamming and disrespecting one an-
other, Archbishop Nang said.

He said God does not take anything from 
them, so they should use their cellphones, 
computers and internet to serve people.

During the event, participants discussed 
Blessed Carlo’s life and effective ways to 
create a good environment on social me-
dia.

Martin Tran Van Hoang from Hang Xanh 
Parish hoped that the beatified Italian, who 
wore T-shirts, jeans and sport shoes and 
was interested in information technology, 
will be a model from local youths.

“I must access the Internet with holy 
purposes like him. I will recite rosaries 
from tomorrow,” he said.

The 28-year-old communication worker 
said that in the past he posted only his pho-
tos, favourite food and clothes rather than 
photos about church activities on social 
media. — ucanews.com

He was aware that 
the whole apparatus of 

communications, advertising 
and social networking can 
be used to lull us, to make 

us addicted to consumerism 
and buying the latest thing 

on the market, obsessed with 
our free time, caught up in 

negativity. Yet he knew how to 
use the new communications 

technology to transmit the 
Gospel, to communicate 

values and beauty.

Many young people 
have qualifications and 
achievements in their 
careers but they are 
confined to loneliness 

and depression because 
they have no links with 

other people.
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KUALA LUMPUR: Teens from the of 
the Church of The Sacred Heart ff Jesus 
came together to participate in the Sun-
set Mass on September 26.

The students animated the Mass 
which was celebrated by Fr Simon Lau 
in Dewan Luise Guitat. Fr Simon wel-
comed the 60 students and their cate-
chists and encouraged them to continue 
to grow, to  encourage one another, to 
lead and to be led by God’s Spirit like 
Moses, specially during this time of  
pandemic.

The students, who adhered to the 
strict SOPs, also prayed for a break-
through in treatment and prevention 
of COVID-19.  They also displayed 

an artwork which expressed their faith 
journey during this testing time.

The students who meet online for  
classes every week shared that they 
were looking forward to more face to 
face  classes and activities.

There was also an all girls band called 
the Hearts Ablaze.

The catechists saw great enthusiasm 
in these students and felt that constant 
guidance and support will lead the fu-
ture generation to an effective faith life.

Youth animating the sunset Mass.

Teens coming 
together for Mass 

“At the early 
stage of the 

pandemic, all classes 
were cancelled until 
May due to the an-
nouncement of MCO. 
But in June, the learn-
ing process resumed 
via online learning by 
using Google Meet or 
Zoom apps. It is quite 
challenging to have vir-
tual meetings for the learning process because 
there will be internet connection issues and it is 
also quite awkward for us to study in front of a 
camera. Due to the pandemic also, my internship 
has been postponed to next year since it was sup-
posed to happen in July. Overall, I can say that this 
semester was the most challenging semester as we 
always have communication barriers especially 
during group projects.”

“Online class for me is so much different than 
the normal class that we students were used 

to. With online class, I don’t have to get so busy wak-
ing up so early and get ready for class since I don’t 
have to go to campus to attend class. Also, online 
class can be recorded so that the recorded class can 
be used during revision which makes it easier for me 
when I want to study alone. 

“But online class also has its cons. Firstly, since 
it is online class, I actually tend 
to be lazy especially during the 
morning class. I would record the 
class and then go back to my bed 
and sleep. 

“Also, since online class 
would be at the comfort place of 
our home, I tend to be distracted 
like looking at the television, ly-
ing down on my bed and so on. 
Asking questions would be also 
hard for online class since it is 
not the same as the lecturer ex-
plaining everything through the 
whiteboard like all of us are used 

to. 
“In my opinion, online class does have its pros and 

cons. But for the time being, online class is neces-
sary to stop the spread of COVID-19 among students 
and lecturers. If I’m being honest, I cannot wait for 
face-to-face class to resume as for me studying face-
to-face is more suitable than having online classes.”

“Since March, 
we were all 

forced to stay at 
home to study online. 
I remember how it 
was when this news 
were first announced. 
My friends panicked, 
everyone was trying 
to decide whether 
or not to fly back to 
their hometown, and 
the price of  the flight tickets was in-
creasing rapidly. I decided to stay in 
Sarawak for the time being, and wait 
for things to ‘cool down’ before fly-
ing back to my hometown in Sabah.

“We were asked to continue study-
ing online during the Movement 
Control Order (MCO) and started 
our online class in June. The biggest 
challenge that I face studying online 
is to focus on what the lecturers are 
teaching. It was easy for me to get 
distracted, knowing that the lecturers 
could not see us as it was not manda-
tory for us to open our web camera 
during the lessons. Learning to adapt 
to the new norms and learning online 
was not easy for both students and 
lecturers. It was a new platform that 
we needed to take on due to the pan-
demic. The lecturers were also strug-
gling to learn how to teach whilst 
depending on the latest technology, 
which resulted in technical issues 
during online class. There were lots 
of technical issues and connection 
issues that some classes had to be 
cancelled. Even one of our exams 
had to be postponed midway during 
the examination due to the system 
crashing.

“Other than that, my attendance 
in class was affected due to the poor 
internet connection in my hometown 
as I live in a rural area of Sabah. 
There were times when the internet 
connection was okay, however when 
it rained heavily, the Internet connec-
tion would be weak. I had to learn 
what was taught most of the time 
by downloading reading materials 
on our e-learning site and ask my 
friends about what the lecturer had 
mentioned in the online class that I 
could not hear well. It was also hard 
for me to concentrate during online 

lessons. I get dis-
tracted easily by the 
environment around 
me, such as hav-
ing to do chores or 
being distracted by 
the occasional loud 
noise from the radio 
or from my fam-
ily talking to each 

other. 
“Additionally, I 

did not have motivation to do my 
assignments, mainly because none 
of my friends were with me. I real-
ised that my friends are a huge part 
of the motivation that keep me up 
to date with the assignments at hand 
and they also help me stay focused 
on the assignments. Facing the new 
norms, I realised that I was depend-
ent on them helping me to keep up to 
date on the assignments that needed 
to be completed. Adapting to the 
new norms affected the motivation I 
had, especially when I was so used 
to having an environment of friends 
who constantly discuss our assign-
ments together with me. My pointer 
dropped because my priorities while 
studying online at home had shifted. 
Instead of thinking what assignments 
I should do next, I thought of what I 
had to cook and having to deal with 
the poor internet connection in my 
village. 

“On the bright side of online study-
ing, I did not have to worry about my 
finances and what I should eat next 
as I always do whilst studying in the 
university. I also had a good support 
system here at home, despite missing 
my friends that I hang out with often 
in UNIMAS.

“The new norms that have taken 
place has affected many students, 
and also many people around us, but 
I know that behind all of this, God is 
with us despite all things happening 
around. There are a lot of uncertain-
ties and fears because of this pan-
demic, and it can be easy for us to 
lose our way, but knowing that God 
is still in control and He is never far 
from us. If you are a student like me 
finding it difficult to adapt to the new 
way of learning, do reach out to oth-
ers to help you through it.”

Maria Marestein, 
University Kebangsaan 

Malaysia

Albern Kandong 
Anak Adison 

Langgar, 
University College of 

Technology, Sibu

Christle Jane Raphael, 
UNIMAS, KUCHING

Online campus: adapting to the new norm
Campus students share how 

their studies have been 
interrupted by 

 the COVID-19 pandemic.

Contact the diocesan campus ministry. 
See below for the information

Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur 
Archdiocesan Single Adults and Youth Office (ASAYO)
Head: Rev Fr Gregory Chan
Asst: Rev Fr Simon Lau

+6018-8590 3889 (Whatsapp only)
checkin@asayokl.org  asayo_kl
asayo_kuala_lumpur  
Asayo Kuala Lumpur

Archdiocese of Kuching 
Kuching Archdiocesan Youth Comission (KAYC)
Chairperson: Fr Ramon Borja, SDB
Youth Minister: Fr Andre Belo, SDB, Julian Sim, 
Maria Amelia, Sr Felis Ogey, SFSS

+6082-237237  /  +6016-8893237
kchadyouth.office@gmail.com
Kuching Arch Youth Comission
kchyouthcom

Diocese of Penang 
Penang Diocesan Youth Network (PDYN)
Head: Rev Fr Simon Anand
Youth Minister: Daniel Roy
Campus Minister: Jason James

+604-2274851 pdyn@pgdiocese.org
pdynpenang
Penang Diocesan Youth Network

Archdiocese of Kota Kinabalu 
Youth & Campus Ministry Office (AYC)
Youth  & Campus Minister: Sr Terry, Sr Dora & Kelly

+6013-8510248  l  +6019-8024242
+6013-8516821
dypt2007@gmail.com
campuskk@gmail.com

Diocese of Malacca Johore 
Malacca Johore Diocesan Young People Network (MJDYPN)
Head: Fr Alexuchelvam & Sr Shanti, FdCC
Youth & Campus Minister: Daryl Tan, Aloysius 
Irenaeus

+6014-2274785 / +6011-36401984
mjdypn@mjdiocese.my
Malacca-Johore Catholics on Campus 
(M.J.C.C)
MJD YOUTH MINISTRY
mjcc2020 & mjd_youth_ministry

Diocese of Sibu
Youth & Campus Ministry Office (SIDYA)
Head: Rev Fr Cruzito, CSsR
Youth & Campus Minister: Anna Ding & Cecilia Ong

+6084-317373 Fax: +6084-315572
+6016-86707211  /  +6010-7964469
sibudiocesanyouth@gmail.com
      Sibu Diocesan Youth Apostolate

Diocese of Keningau
Youth & Campus Ministry Office (TPBK)
Head: Rev Fr Ronnie Luni
Youth & Campus Minister: Rooney Alfred Eming 
& Felsie Felix

+6087-331153 (O)  +6013-8557611
kbkkgau@gmail.com
     Komisi Belia Keuskupan Keningau

Diocese of Miri
Youth & Campus Ministry Office
Youth Comission Priest (Head): 
Rev Fr Sylvester Ngau
Campus Minister: Genevieve Chai

+6013-8457271  /  +6016-8699426
miriyouthcomission@gmail.com

Diocese of Sandakan
Youth & Campus Ministry Office (DYA)
Spiritual Adviser: Rev Fr Dafrinn Diwol
Youth & Campus Minister: Anna Teresa &                       
Sr Rusiah Garuk

+6013-8982566  /  +6014-8722230
dyasdkn@gmail.com

Starting your higher education?



Casket Paradise
& Funeral Care Sdn. Bhd.(311899-W)

* Specialised In Christian Funerals
* Exclusive Handmade And Polished Wooden Casket
* Restoration And Cosmetology
* British Trained & Qualified MBIE Embalming Service (Only One In 

Malaysia)
* Member Of The European Association Of Embalmers
* Private Chapel Of Rest And Coldroom Facilities
*   Economical, Budget Planned & 24 hrs Service

PERSONAL ATTENTION AT ALL TIMES

TEL: 03-2148 5776, 2148 4855                            
FAX: 03-2143 1442

19B, Jalan Lapangan Terbang Lama,                                   
50460 Kuala Lumpur.

H/P: 012-333 4899 / 012-333 4646 / 019-777 5537
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We Love and Miss you dearly.
Papa and Mummy.

From the Lord:                     
18 August 1920

To the Lord:                        
3 September 2004

STEVE AND JUANITA
From the Lord:              
12 June 1930
To the Lord:                    

25 October 2003

In Loving Memory of

          

JESUS HAS YOU                             
IN HIS ARMS

WE HAVE YOU                               
IN OUR HEARTS

Deeply Missed and                       
Forever Cherished by                     

Wife, Daughters                             
and Loved Ones.

I THANK MY GOD EVERY TIME
I REMEMBER YOU – Phil 1:3

Joseph Francis
19th October 1998

10th Anniversary                  
In Loving Memory of 

our beloved Mum  

Forever cherished and loved 
by Children,                         

daughter-in-law,                       
grand-daughter and              

loved ones.

MARY NEVIS RAJ
Gift from God:             

07-07-1932
Returned to the Lord: 

18-10-2010

MANILA: Manila Archdiocese will bless urns 
containing the ashes of coronavirus victims every 
Sunday after each Mass until Nov 8.

The archdiocese said the Rite of Blessing for the 
Dead would be recited and urns would be sprin-
kled with holy water after Sunday Masses.

“We will be having the Rite of Blessing of cre-
mated remains. The family may bring the urn and 
a picture of their beloved dead, and we will cel-
ebrate a worthy liturgical blessing for them. This is 
in response to the call of [apostolic administrator] 
Bishop Broderick Pabillo to make our churches 
welcome places of prayer and consolation, espe-
cially for families who lost a loved one during this 
pandemic,” said the archdiocese in a social media 
post.

“We hold on to our faith in the Communion of 
Saints and to our oneness with our beloved dead. 

We believe that death does not totally separate 
our loved ones from us. In physical death, life is 
changed, not ended. Our relationship with our be-
loved dead, however, is no longer material but spir-
itual,” Bishop Pabillo said in the pastoral instruc-
tion. — ucanews.com

Manila Archdiocese to bless 
urns of cremated people

A Catholic priest blesses the urns containing 
cremated remains. (LiCas News photo)
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Daily Short 
Reading

Sunday, October 18
(Apocalypse 7:10, 12)
Victory to our God, who sits on 
the throne, and to the Lamb! 
Praise and glory and wisdom 
and thanksgiving and honour 
and power and strength to our 
God for ever and ever. Amen.
Monday, October 19
(2 Thessalonians 3:10-13)
Do not let anyone have any food 
if he refuses to do any work. Now 
we hear that there are some of 
you who are living in idleness, 
doing no work themselves but in-
terfering with everyone else’s. In 
the Lord Jesus Christ, we order 
and call on people of this kind to 
go on quietly working and earn-
ing the food that they eat. My 
brothers, never grow tired of do-
ing what is right.
Tuesday, October 20
(Romans 13:11, 12-13)
You must wake up now: the night 
is almost over, it will be daylight 
soon. Let us give up all the things 
we prefer to do under cover of 
the dark; let us arm ourselves 
and appear in the light. Let us 
live decently as people do in the 
daytime.
Wednesday, October 21
(Tobit 4:14-15, 16, 19)
Be careful, my child, in all you 
do, well-disciplined in all your 
behaviour. Do to no one what 
you would not want done to you. 
Give your bread to those who 
are hungry, and your clothes to 
those who are naked. Whatever 
you own in plenty, devote a pro-
portion to almsgiving. Bless the 
Lord God in everything; beg him 
to guide your ways and bring 
your paths and purposes to their 
end.                                                                    
Thursday, October 22
(Isaiah 66:1-2)
Thus says the Lord:
With heaven my throne
and earth my footstool,
what house could you build me,
what place could you make for 
my rest?
All of this was made by my hand
and all this is mine – it is the Lord 
who speaks.
But my eyes are drawn to the man
of humbled and contrite spirit,
who trembles at my word.
Friday, October 23
(Ephesians 4:29-32)
Guard against foul talk; let your 
words be for the improvement of 
others, as occasion offers, and do 
good to your listeners, otherwise 
you will only be grieving the Holy 
Spirit of God who has marked 
you with his seal for you to be set 
free when the day comes. Never 
have grudges against others, or 
lose your temper, or raise your 
voice to anybody, or call each 
other names, or allow any sort of 
spitefulness. Be friends with one 
another, and kind, forgiving each 
other as readily as God forgave 
you in Christ.
Saturday, October 24
(Apocalypse 12:1)
Now a great sign appeared in 
heaven: a woman, adorned with 
the sun, standing on the moon, 
and with the twelve stars on her 
head for a crown.

It has been said the Christian saints 
are the world’s greatest optimists. 

Not blind to the existence and con-
sequences of evil, they base their 
confidence on the power of Christ’s 
redemption. The power of conver-
sion through Christ extends not only 
to sinful people but also to calami-
tous events.

Imagine being born in the 14th 
century. One-third of the population 
and nearly 40 per cent of the clergy 
were wiped out by the bubonic 
plague. The Western Schism split 
the Church with two or three claim-
ants to the Holy See at one time. 
England and France were at war. 
The city-states of Italy were con-

stantly in conflict. No wonder gloom 
dominated the spirit of the culture 
and the times.

John Capistrano was born in 1386. 
His education was thorough. His tal-
ents and success were great. When 
he was 26 he was made governor of 
Perugia. Imprisoned after a battle 
against the Malatestas, he resolved 
to change his way of life completely. 
At the age of 30 he entered the Fran-
ciscan novitiate and was ordained a 
priest four years later.

John’s preaching attracted great 
throngs at a time of religious apathy 
and confusion. He and 12 Francis-
can brethren were received in the 
countries of central Europe as angels 

of God. They were instrumental in 
reviving a dying faith and devotion.

The Franciscan Order itself was in 
turmoil over the interpretation and 
observance of the Rule of St. Fran-
cis. Through John’s tireless efforts 
and his expertise in law, the heretical 

Fraticelli were suppressed and the 
“Spirituals” were freed from inter-
ference in their stricter observance.

John of Capistrano helped bring 
about a brief reunion with the Greek 
and Armenian Churches.

When the Turks captured Con-
stantinople in 1453, John was com-
missioned to preach a crusade for 
the defence of Europe. Gaining lit-
tle response in Bavaria and Austria, 
he decided to concentrate his ef-
forts in Hungary. He led the army to 
Belgrade. Under the great General 
John Hunyadi, they gained an over-
whelming victory, and the siege of 
Belgrade was lifted. Worn out by his 
superhuman efforts, Capistrano was 
an easy prey to an infection after the 
battle. He died on October 23, 1456. 
— franciscanmedia.org

The “spiritual father of Cuba” was 
a missionary, religious founder, 

social reformer, queen’s chaplain, 
writer and publisher, archbishop, and 
refugee. He was a Spaniard whose 
work took him to the Canary Islands, 
Cuba, Madrid, Paris, and to the First 
Vatican Council.

In his spare time as weaver and 
designer in the textile mills of Bar-
celona, Anthony learned Latin and 
printing: The future priest and pub-
lisher was preparing. Ordained at 28, 
he was prevented by ill health from 
entering religious life as a Carthusian 
or as a Jesuit, but went on to become 
one of Spain’s most popular preach-
ers.

Anthony spent 10 years giving 
popular missions and retreats, al-
ways placing great emphasis on the 
Eucharist and devotion to the Im-

maculate Heart of Mary. It was said 
that his rosary was never out of his 
hand. At age 42, he founded a reli-
gious institute of missionaries begin-
ning with five young priests, known 
today as the Claretians.

Anthony was appointed to head 
the much-neglected archdiocese 
of Santiago in Cuba. He began its 
reform by almost ceaseless preach-
ing and hearing of confessions, and 
suffered bitter opposition mainly for 
opposing concubinage and giving 
instruction to black slaves. A hired 
assassin—whose release from pris-
on Anthony had obtained—slashed 
open his face and wrist. Anthony 
succeeded in getting the would-be 
assassin’s death sentence commuted 
to a prison term. His solution for the 
misery of Cubans was family-owned 
farms producing a variety of foods 

for the family’s own needs and for 
the market. This invited the enmity 
of the vested interests who wanted 
everyone to work on a single cash 
crop—sugar. Besides all his religious 
writings are two books he wrote in 
Cuba: Reflections on Agriculture and 
Country Delights.

He was recalled to Spain for a job 
he did not relish—being chaplain to 
the queen. Anthony went on three 
conditions: He would reside away 
from the palace; he would come only 
to hear the queen’s confession and 
instruct the children; and he would 
be exempt from court functions. In 
the revolution of 1868, he fled to 
Paris with the queen’s party, where 
he preached to the Spanish colony.

All his life Anthony was interested 
in the Catholic press. He founded the 
Religious Publishing House, a major 

Catholic publishing venture in Spain, 
and wrote or published 200 books 
and pamphlets.

At Vatican I, where he was a 
staunch defender of the doctrine of 
infallibility, Anthony won the admi-
ration of his fellow bishops. Cardinal 
Gibbons of Baltimore remarked of 
him, “There goes a true saint.” At the 
age of 63, he died in exile near the 
border of Spain. —  franciscanme-
dia.org

Saint John Paul II is perhaps 
one of the most well-known 
pontiffs in recent history, and 

is most remembered for his charis-
matic nature, his love of youth and 
his world travels, along with his role 
in the fall of communism in Europe 
during his 27-year papacy.

Karol Józef Wojtyla, known as 
John Paul II since his October 1978 
election to the papacy, was born 
in the Polish town of Wadowice, a 
small city 50 kilometers from Kra-
kow, on May 18, 1920. He was the 
youngest of three children born to 
Karol Wojtyla and Emilia Kaczo-
rowska. His mother died in 1929. 
His eldest brother Edmund, a doctor, 
died in 1932 and his father, a non-
commissioned army officer, died in 
1941. A sister, Olga, had died before 
he was born.

He was baptized on June 20, 1920 
in the parish church of Wadowice 
by Fr. Franciszek Zak, made his 
First Holy Communion at age 9 and 
was confirmed at 18. Upon gradu-
ation from Marcin Wadowita high 
school in Wadowice, he enrolled in 
Krakow’s Jagiellonian University in 
1938 and in a school for drama.

The Nazi occupation forces closed 
the university in 1939 and young 
Karol had to work in a quarry (1940-
1944) and then in the Solvay chemi-
cal factory to earn his living and to 
avoid being deported to Germany.

In 1942, aware of his call to the 
priesthood, he began courses in the 
clandestine seminary of Krakow, 

run by Cardinal Adam Stefan Sa-
pieha, archbishop of Krakow. At the 
same time, Karol Wojtyla was one 
of the pioneers of the “Rhapsodic 
Theatre,” also clandestine.

After the Second World War, he 
continued his studies in the major 
seminary of Krakow, once it had re-
opened, and in the faculty of theol-
ogy of the Jagiellonian University. 
He was ordained to the priesthood 
by Archbishop Sapieha in Krakow 
on November 1, 1946.

Shortly afterwards, Cardinal Sa-
pieha sent him to Rome where he 
worked under the guidance of the 
French Dominican, Garrigou-La-
grange. He finished his doctorate in 
theology in 1948 with a thesis on the 
subject of faith in the works of St. 

John of the Cross (Doctrina de fide 
apud Sanctum Ioannem a Cruce). 
At that time, during his vacations, 
he exercised his pastoral ministry 
among the Polish immigrants of 
France, Belgium and Holland.

In 1948 he returned to Poland 
and was vicar of various parishes in 
Krakow as well as chaplain to uni-
versity students. This period lasted 
until 1951 when he again took up 
his studies in philosophy and theol-
ogy. In 1953 he defended a thesis 
on “evaluation of the possibility of 
founding a Catholic ethic on the 
ethical system of Max Scheler” at 
Lublin Catholic University. Later he 
became professor of moral theology 
and social ethics in the major semi-
nary of Krakow and in the Faculty of 
Theology of Lublin.

On July 4, 1958, he was appoint-
ed titular bishop of Ombi and aux-
iliary of Krakow by Pope Pius XII, 
and was consecrated September 28, 
1958, in Wawel Cathedral, Krakow, 
by Archbishop Eugeniusz Baziak.

On January 13, 1964, he was ap-
pointed archbishop of Krakow by 
Pope Paul VI, who made him a car-
dinal June 26, 1967 with the title of 
S. Cesareo in Palatio of the order of 
deacons, later elevated pro illa vice 
to the order of priests.

Besides taking part in Vatican 
Council II (1962-1965) where he 
made an important contribution to 
drafting the Constitution Gaudium 
et spes, Cardinal Wojtyla participat-
ed in all the assemblies of the Synod 

of Bishops.
The Cardinals elected him Pope 

at the Conclave of 16 October 1978, 
and he took the name of John Paul 
II. On 22 October, the Lord’s Day, 
he solemnly inaugurated his Petrine 
ministry as the 263rd successor to 
the Apostle. His pontificate, one 
of the longest in the history of the 
Church, lasted nearly 27 years.

Driven by his pastoral solicitude 
for all Churches and by a sense of 
openness and charity to the entire 
human race, John Paul II exercised 
the Petrine ministry with a tireless 
missionary spirit, dedicating it all his 
energy. He made 104 pastoral visits 
outside Italy and 146 within Italy. As 
bishop of Rome he visited 317 of the 
city’s 333 parishes.

He had more meetings than any 
of his predecessors with the People 
of God and the leaders of Nations. 
More than 17,600,000 pilgrims par-
ticipated in the General Audiences 
held on Wednesdays (more than 
1160), not counting other special 
audiences and religious ceremonies 
[more than 8 million pilgrims during 
the Great Jubilee of the Year 2000 
alone], and the millions of faithful 
he met during pastoral visits in Italy 
and throughout the world. We must 
also remember the numerous gov-
ernment personalities he encoun-
tered during 38 official visits, 738 
audiences and meetings held with 
Heads of State, and 246 audiences 
and meetings with Prime Ministers. 
— CNA

St John Paul II — Oct 22

Patron Saint of: Judges
Feastday: Oct 23

St Anthony Mary Claret — Oct 24

St John of Capistrano
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T H E  C A T H O L I C  W E E K L Y 

Evangelisation:  The Laity’s Mission in the Church
We pray that by the virtue of baptism, the laity, 

especially women, may participate more in areas of 
responsibility in the Church.

Download the Click To Pray updates now.

JAKARTA: Since its establishment 31 years 
ago, the credit union founded by Fr Willy 
Malim Batuah has helped thousands of In-
donesian farmers in East Java and Bali prov-
inces meet their daily needs and their chil-
dren’s education.

The credit union was established soon 
after he was appointed to serve at St Joseph 
College in East Java’s Pasuruan district, run 
by the Congregation of the Disciples of the 
Lord (CDD).

There he saw many farmers struggling to 
survive but also the potential to grow flow-
ers.

He then told the farmers that if they want-
ed to improve their lives they should not 
only plant vegetables but also cultivate chry-
santhemums. Now the district has become 
famous because of the flowers, which are 
sold to other regions.

The priest, who was ordained in 1982, 
says farmers are now earning more than 
US$500 a month from the flower business.

Fr Batuah says he established Credit Un-
ion Sawiran to help the farmers save the 
money they are earning.

The idea for the credit union was inspired 
by Jesuit Father Carolus Albrecht, who in 
1960 pioneered credit unions in Indonesia 
that were supported by the Bishops’ Confer-
ence and then adopted by the government.

His goal is to have farmers manage their 
finances better. 

“My initial plan was to encourage grow-
ers to save their money to support the educa-
tion of their children and healthcare for their 
families,” said Fr Batuah, 80.

The priest, who joined the CDD in 1975, 
says they can save their money every week 

or month as well as borrow money when the 
need arises. 

“I don’t give them financial aid, the credit 
union does it for them,” the priest says. “The 
union is not mine but belongs to all mem-
bers. They must manage it carefully because 
their future depends on how they do so.” 

Another reason he established the union 
was to encourage farmers to care for each 
other as they come from different back-
grounds.

He says the Church is known for its efforts 
to empower poor people and the credit union 
was a good vehicle to do this with farmers.

“Through it I want to educate members in 
values such as solidarity, trust, honesty, dis-
cipline, humbleness, empathy and patience,” 
the priest says.

“These are needed in communal life and 
also to attract more people to the union.”

The credit union now has 8,000 members, 
mostly flower-growing farmers, and total as-

sets of 50 billion rupiahs (US$3.4 million).
Although he is now elderly, Fr Batuah still 

provides input to help manage the credit un-
ion.

Fr Batuah says that besides improving 
farmers’ financial situation, the credit union 
also encourages interfaith dialogue among 
members from different religions.

He says Pasuruan district was a difficult 
place to hold such dialogue but the credit un-
ion gave people a common focus which has 
helped them to understand each other more.

“Interfaith dialogue was not my priority. 
I went there to empower people financially 
through the credit union, which eventually 
became a melting pot of people of different 
faiths. They meet every day, so communica-
tion cannot be avoided,” he says.

“I came on behalf of the Church to do 
something useful for the people and it has 
been successful.”  — By Konradus Epa, 
ucanews.com

Flower power spurs Indonesian priest’s 
credit union venture

Campaign seeks to unite a million 
children in praying the rosary
LONDON: A Catholic charity hopes to bring to-
gether a million children worldwide to pray the 
rosary this Sunday.

Aid to the Church in Need (ACN) is seeking to 
unite the children Oct 18 in praying for peace and 
for the end of the coronavirus pandemic, which 
has killed more than a million people around the 
world.

A spokeswoman for ACN International said that 
the “One Million Children Praying the Rosary” 
campaign was “going very well.”

She said that in the past week alone almost 
75,000 more people had registered their intention 
to join in the event on the official website.

She added that ACN had sent information about 
the prayer initiative to 80 countries in 23 languag-
es. She highlighted an online map that shows that 
children from Iceland to New Zealand have regis-
tered to take part.

Many people who were preparing to join in had 
not yet registered on the website, she explained.

Pope Francis offered his support for the event 
after the Angelus Oct 11. 

He said: “Next Sunday, Oct 18, the Aid to the 
Church in Need Foundation promotes the ‘One 
Million Children Praying the Rosary’ campaign 
for unity and peace.” 

“I encourage this beautiful event that involves 
children throughout the world, who will pray es-
pecially for critical situations caused by the pan-
demic.”

ACN is a pontifical foundation, established in 
1947, that helps persecuted Christians and others 
in pastoral need. Each year it supports more than 
5,000 projects in over 140 countries. 

ACN holds the prayer event annually on Oct 18, 
the feast of the Gospel writer St Luke. 

The initiative originated in the Venezuelan 
capital, Caracas, in 2005. According to the official 
website, children were praying the rosary at a way-
side shrine when “several of the women in attend-
ance strongly felt the presence of the Virgin Mary.” 

“They immediately thought of St Padre Pio’s 
promise: ‘When one million children pray the ro-
sary, the world will change,’” the website said. — 
CNA

VATICAN: Pope Francis 
named a new prefect of 
the Congregation for the 
Causes of Saints Thursday 
following Cardinal Angelo 
Becciu’s dramatic resig-
nation from the post last 
month.

The Pope appointed 
Bishop Marcello Semeraro (pic), who has acted as 
secretary of the Council of Cardinal Advisers since it 
was established in 2013, to the position Oct 15.

The 72-year-old Italian has served as bishop of Al-
bano, a suburbicarian diocese located about 10 miles 
from Rome, since 2004. 

Semeraro succeeds Becciu, who stood down Sept 
24 amid accusations that he was involved in embezzle-
ment in his previous role as the second-ranking official 
at the Vatican Secretariat of State. Becciu was appoint-
ed prefect in August 2018, serving for two years. He 
has denied allegations of financial misconduct.

Semeraro was born in Monteroni di Lecce, south-
ern Italy, on Dec 22, 1947. He was ordained to the 
priesthood in 1971 and named bishop of Oria, in 
Apulia, in 1998. 

He served as special secretary of the 2001 synod of 
bishops, which addressed the role of diocesan bishops.

He is a member of the Italian bishops’ doctrinal 
commission, a consultor of the Vatican Congregation 
for the Oriental Churches, and a member of the Di-
castery for Communication. He has served previously 
as a member of the Congregation for the Causes of 
Saints.

As secretary of the council of cardinals, Semeraro 
has helped to coordinate efforts to create a new Vati-
can constitution, replacing the 1998 text Pastor bo-
nus. — CNA

Pope Francis names new 
prefect of congregation 
for saints’ causes

In this file photo, schoolchildren in the Philippines join the global “One Million Children 
Praying the Rosary Campaign” on Oct 18, 2018. (UCA News photo/Maria Tan)

Fr Willy Malim Batuah CDD speaks during a 2017 anniversary event in Malang, East Java, 
marking the founding of Credit Union Sawiran. It now has 8,000 members in Indonesia’s East 
Java and Bali provinces. (UCA News photo/Credit Union Sawiran)


